Chapter 3

Community Context

Introduction
Many factors beyond the borders of Kennett Township can have significant impacts on
planning, growth, and resources within the Township. Employment centers, recreational
facilities, commercial uses, major transportation corridors, and planning policies of
surrounding municipalities are all examples of potential regional influences. Kennett
Township shares many regional planning relationships with its neighboring communities
as well as the regionally important services, facilities, and growth trends that affect the
Township. This Chapter provides an overview of the Township’s context within the larger
region through: 1) examining planning items that pose an influence on the Township
from outside its borders, and 2) highlighting data, trends, and forecasts of population
and economic characteristics in the region.
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Regional Perspective
The location of a municipality and its relationships with other
nearby communities plays an important role in determining
its character, function, and vitality. The social and economic
relationships Kennett shares with its neighbors provide
employment opportunities and community facilities and services to residents that often cannot be
fully accommodated within the confines of an individual municipality.
This section highlights the various relationships Kennett shares with neighboring communities and
identifies regional planning systems, infrastructure, and services that may affect the future of the
Township. These relationships and issues have been considered in preparation of this Comprehensive Plan.
As planning is a dynamic process, periodic review of these regional relationships is essential for
maintaining an ongoing effective planning program.
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Geographic Setting & Land Use
Kennett Township is located in southeastern Pennsylvania in southern Chester
County. Its southern border abuts the State of Delaware (New Castle County, DE).
Philadelphia is about 25 miles to the east and Wilmington, DE is about 8.5 miles to the
southeast. Kennett Township is approximately 15.6 square miles in size 1.
Like other parts of Chester County, areas of suburbanized development have
encroached upon the historically rural and agricultural nature of the Township; this
has occurred particularly in the northern part of the Township along the Route 1
corridor and around Kennett Square Borough. Central and southern portions of the
Township remain largely rural in character. The Township and nearby Chester County
communities form the Kennett Area Region, and are part of the Regional Planning
Commission (KARPC). Municipalities nearby the Township and an overview of their
existing land uses and development patterns are briefly described as follows:

Kennett Region and
Northern New Castle County



Kennett Square Borough is located in the northwestern corner and is completely surrounded by the
Township. The Borough is a small town with a dense grid development pattern and serves as an “urban
center” for the Township and surrounding region.



New Garden Township to the west has experienced significant suburban development over the past
decade, but still retains a high concentration of mushroom production related land uses in the central
and northern sections of the Township along with numerous commercial and industrial uses along
Routes 1 and 41.



East Marlborough Township to the north remains rural-agricultural in the west. The Township has
experienced development pressure over the past decade with areas of suburban development in the
east and concentrations of commercial development along Route 1. The villages of Willowdale and
Unionville are located on Route 82, north of Kennett Township.



Pennsbury Township to the east also retains significant rural areas south of Route 1, but has a more
suburban development pattern north of Route 1. The village of Fairville is located on Route 52 southeast
of Mendenhall Village.



Pocopson Township to the northeast remains rural in the north, with a more suburban development
pattern in the south, particularly along Route 52 and Unionville-Lenape Road. Residential growth is
predominating in the area, with scattered and limited commercial, industrial, and institutional uses.



New Castle County, DE that abuts Kennett Region’s southern border has a significant impact on the
Township and southern Chester County, as this part of Chester County tends to be oriented towards
employment, shopping, and leisure activities available in DE. Due to this proximity and the opportunities
available, Kennett Region shares a closer affiliation with areas in DE as compared to other areas in
Chester County. Kennett Township’s location within commuting distance of employment centers in DE,
including Wilmington and Newark, has made it a desirable location for residential development.
Northern New Castle County, DE (U.S. Census created ‘Piedmont District’) is the portion of New Castle
County that directly abuts Kennett Township and Kennett Region. This portion of DE exhibits a suburban
development pattern, which began in the 1950’s with a notable growth in housing occurring in the
1980’s and 1990’s. To this end, this portion of DE is relatively built-out as compared with Kennett Region.

1

The Township is 15.56 square miles total in size (including land and water) or 9,921 acres.
Page 3-2

7-2015

Kennett Township Comprehensive Plan

Chapter 3 – Community Context

Historic Context
William Penn – Much of Kennett Township was originally part of a 15,500 acre tract, named ‘Manor of
Stening’, conveyed by William Penn to his daughter Letitia in 1701 for ‘fatherly love’ and one beaver skin
yearly. In addition to Kennett Township, the tract included lands now comprising Kennett Square, New
Garden, Pennsbury, and portions of Pocopson and New Castle County. The southern boundary of the
Township is part of the boundary line that separates PA from DE. That line is a portion of a circular arc
having a twelve mile radius, drawn from the cupola of the courthouse in the city of New Castle, DE. It
should be noted that this arc is not the same as nor a part of the Mason-Dixon line.
Early Settlement and Agriculture - The native Lenni Lenape Indians gradually left the area as early settlers,
first largely English and Irish Quakers followed by largely Scottish and Irish Presbyterians, arrived in the 18th
century. They prospered as farmers. The fertile soil of southeastern PA provided opportunity for diverse
agricultural activities. A notable step in agricultural innovation was the forging, in 1810, of the first
reversible-share iron plow in PA in a blacksmith shop that still stands on Bayard Road. Dairying also
developed as an important early local agricultural pursuit.
Milling Industry - The Red Clay Creek and other streams provided power for many grist, fulling, and saw
mills. 1 Milling was an important early industry in the Township. Mill ruins and races still line the Creek.
American Revolution - Kennett Township and Kennett Square Borough played a part in the Philadelphia
Campaign of 1777 when British soldiers and Hessian mercenaries camped in and passed through on their
way to Chadds Ford for what would be the Battle of Brandywine on September 11, 1777. Battle skirmishes
erupted along the way at the Anvil, Hamorton, and near Old Kennett Meeting House, where Quakers
worshipping at meeting heard gunfire outside the walls.
Railroad – Local farming benefited from the railroad coming into the Township in 1859. With the advent of
the Octoraro Railroad, produce could be shipped by rail to Philadelphia thus opening a broadened market
to local famers. Dairy farmers, greenhouses (for flowers and produce), and mushroom growers especially
were able to expand their markets by using the railroad to transport their products. Both freight and
passenger services were extensive in the Township, with hourly trips to Philadelphia during one period of
time, providing the opportunity for the easy exchange of goods and ideas with more metropolitan
communities. Also during this era, local community members subscribed funds for construction of a
turnpike to Wilmington in 1812, Kennett Pike (Route 52), as well as Newport-Gap Pike (Route 41).
Reform Movements - Residents were active in mid-19th century reform movements including women’s
rights, abolitionism, public education, and temperance. For example, because of proximity to southern
slave states, the Township played an important role in the ‘Underground Railroad’ that aided runaway
slaves in their effort to escape to freedom in Canada. Strong Quaker support and action established
numerous Underground Railroad ‘stations’ in the Township. Old farmhouses in the area had secret
hideaways where slaves were concealed by day and then moved to other ‘stations’ by night. Many local
citizens risked their own freedom to help slaves by hiding them in their homes and helping transport them
to freedom. Hence, a portion of the Harriet Tubman Trail to Freedom crosses through the Township.
Agriculture as Industry – In the 19th century, there was a widespread and successful floral industry in the
Township. It gradually gave way to thriving greenhouse and mushroom industries. The agricultural
specialty of mushroom growing, which was to make Chester County and the Kennett area world-famous,
began in 1885 when a successful local florist, William Swayne, began growing mushrooms under his
greenhouse flower beds in Kennett Square, sooneafter building the first mushroom house in the area.
Transportation Corridors - Due in part to the success of its agricultural industry, and in particular
mushroom production, the early 20th century saw plentiful transportation corridors in the Township with a

The saw mill, for the production of lumber, was necessary for clearing land for agricultural and building uses. Similarly, the grist mill was for grinding flour
and cattle feed. Since mills required water power, they were located beside streams.

1
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variety of readily accessible public transit rail and trolley options connecting the Township to West
Chester, Philadelphia, Wilmington, and beyond. An example is the former West Chester and Kennett
Electric Railway that ran from West Chester through Lenape, Unionville, and Kennett Square with a spur to
West Grove, PA and connected to Yorklyn, Hockessin, and Brandywine Springs DE. From West Chester to
Lenape the alignment appears to have been consumed by subsequent development, while most of
remaining alignment in PA appears to have followed and become part of the present Routes 52 and 82.
Enduring Agricultural Industry - Mushroom growing continued to expand turning into a commercial
industry. There has been a succession of diversified mushroom farm worker populations. Italian
immigrants from Philadelphia first came to the area, and these workers eventually purchased mushroom
farms from the Quakers. After World War II, a scarcity of local labor in the mushroom industry brought a
more diversified labor force and new ethnicities to the Township population that is still found today; these
include African Americans from eastern Tennessee, followed by Puerto Rican immigrants in the 1950s, and
then starting in the 1970-1980s Mexican immigrants. Competition from foreign entities impacted the local
mushroom and greenhouse industries resulting in a reduction in the number of growers in the Township.
However in the 1990s, a new focus on growing exotic varieties of mushrooms reinvigorated the industry in
the Township. Mushroom growing continues to be a vital industry in the area.

Regional Transportation Network
Highway Corridors
Several major transportation corridors are located in or near Kennett Township, providing access to the
larger region. The numerous connections to DE provide access for commuters working in New Castle
County and living in Kennett Region.


Route 82 is a major north-south route through the center of the Township and Kennett Square
Borough. It provides access to DE, the Route 1 corridor, and Coatesville/Route 30 corridor.



Route 52, in the northeastern corner of the Township, provides direct access to Wilmington and to I-95
in DE. Because of its wide paved shoulders, Route 52 is also heavily used by cyclists and joggers
travelling between Route 1 and Greenville, DE. In 2011, the road was moved between Route 926 and
Route 1 in order to straighten its intersection with Route 926 and reunite Longwood Garden’s lands
fostering expansion and economic development/increased tourism potential in the area. Route 52 is a
designated state byway.



Route 41, which crosses the southwestern tip of the Township, is a major transportation route
between DE and Lancaster County via southern Chester County. Heavy truck traffic along this route
has contributed to ongoing safety and congestion problems which PennDOT, in coordination with the
county and local communities, has been trying to address for years. Discussions included a
combination of road widening and bypasses around Avondale and/or Chatham, but these are no
longer under consideration. Concerns among residents about these types of improvements lead to a
land use study that considered land use impacts with and without the traffic improvements.
Subsequently, more recent viable agreed upon solutions include safety and traffic calming measures,
such as signalization changes, turning lanes, and/or roundabouts, in appropriate locations. Various
roadway improvements have been listed on past and current County Transportation Improvements
Inventory (TII) and regional Transportation Improvements Program (TIP) 1; for example the 2013 TIP
includes funds earmarked towards a PA 41 Improvement Study from the DE State Line to PA Route 926.



Route 1, which crosses the northernmost sections of the Township, is the major east-west route
through the region. This corridor is one of the oldest and most widely used highways in Chester
County. Locally, Route 1 serves as a connection between southern Chester County and the
Philadelphia area. On a larger scale, Route 1 links major cities of the east coast though its use for

1 See Chapter 9 for further explanation
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interstate travel has decreased since the construction of I-95. The Route 1 Bypass, completed in the
late 1960’s to the north of Kennett Square Borough, relieved some of the Borough’s downtown traffic
congestion. The Bypass can be accessed from Route 82, just north of the Kennett Township line. Old
U.S. Route 1, historically known as Baltimore Pike, serves as the ‘main street’ in Kennett Square
Borough where it is called State Street.

Public Transit
Opportunities for public transit are somewhat limited in this area of the County. These limitations are due
to the lower density pattern of development that makes it difficult to create an efficient transit system and
lower population limiting the number of potential riders.


SCCOOT bus service provided to southern Chester County is a partnership between the Transportation
Management Association of Chester County (TMACC) and Southern Chester County Organization on
Transportation 1. SCCOOT also provides paratransit service along its route. SCCOOT began in 1999 and,
due to low ridership in its early years, the route was restructured in February 2002. The route runs
from Oxford Borough along Route 1 to the Shoppes at Longwood. SCCOOT also provides limited
service to Jennersville Regional Hospital and from Longwood Gardens into West Chester Borough,
where it connects to SEPTA bus lines at the West Chester Transportation Center.



SEPTA bus route (#111) runs from Painter’s Crossroads along Route 1 to the 69th Street Terminal.



DART bus lines to Wilmington, managed by DE Transit Corporation, are available south of the
Township along Routes 52 and 41/48 (in DE) where they connect to numerous transit lines that travel
throughout DE. The closest bus stops to the Township are at Kennett Pike/Twaddell Mill Road (for bus
route 10 with weekday/Saturday service) and Yorklyn Road and Lancaster Pike (for bus route 20 with
weekday service).



Chester County Rover is a countywide transportation service that anyone can ride though it is
especially designed for citizens who no longer drive, no longer want to drive, or have no other means
of transportation.



Chester County Paratransit provides service throughout Chester County. Its primary function is to
serve persons age 65 years or older and those persons needing transport for health care that is
covered by Medical Assistance programs.



Wilmington and Newark train stations provide regional SEPTA and AMTRAK rail line access. From
Wilmington, there is frequent service to the Philadelphia, New York City, and Washington D.C areas.



Airport service is primarily provided from the Philadelphia International Airport, approximately 20
miles to the east. Secondary, intermediate air service is available at a number of small local airports.
Nearby local airports include New Garden Airport (near Kennett Township), Brandywine Airport (near
West Chester Borough), Chester County Airport (near Coatesville), and New Castle Airport (Delaware).

Freight
The East Penn Railroad-Octoraro line right-of-way provides rail freight opportunities for southern Chester
County. This line traverses Kennett Township, roughly parallel to U.S. Route 1. During the past decades
the line changed ownership several times. East Penn Railroad – Octoraro line is the current
owner/operator of the right-of-way and line, which in connection with East Penn Railroad –
Wilmington/Northern line is used for freight operations between Wilmington, DE and Oxford Borough via
Chadds Ford. SEPTA remains in ownership of the passenger rights of the Octoraro line though the existing
track quality is insufficient for current passenger rail needs and standards.
1 Southern Chester County Organization on Transportation is a joint committee of the Southern Chester County Chamber of Commerce and the Oxford Area
Chamber of Commerce
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Regional Facilities and Services
Similar to most communities in Chester County that have low population bases, facilities and services for
residents are largely provided on a regional scale by regional entities. The Township is in close proximity to
many regional recreation, cultural, and educational facilities as well as many regional community services.
Regional recreational, cultural, and educational facilities enhance the quality of life for residents and add
to the Township’s draw as an attractive place to live as well as provide unique recreational and cultural
experiences for Township residents. A sampling of these includes:








Parks and Conservation Areas (i.e., Anson B. Nixon Park, Nottingham County Park, Marshall Mill House
Preserve, White Clay Creek Preserve (PA) and State Park (DE), Laurels Preserve, Fairhill Natural
Resources Management Area (MD), Stroud Water Research Center, State Line Woods)
Cultural sites and museums (i.e., Longwood Gardens, Winterthur, Brandywine River Museum,
Brandywine Battlefield Park, Chester County Historical Society, Hagley Museum, Delaware Natural
History and Art Museums)
Universities (i.e., West Chester University, Immaculata University, University of DE, Wilmington
University, DE Technical Community College, Goldey-Beacom College, Lincoln University, Delaware
County Community College, Widener University, Cheney University)
Kennett Consolidated School District (Kennett Township, Kennett Square Borough, New Garden
Township, and a small portion of East Marlborough Township, with Greenwood Elementary School
located in Kennett Township)

Regional community services provide needed services to Township residents. A sampling of these are:







Emergency Services Providers (State Police barracks in Avondale and Embreeville, Longwood Fire
Company, Kennett Fire Company, Po-Mar-Lin Fire Company, municipal police departments)
Medical Facilities (i.e. Chester County Hospital, Jennersville Regional Hospital/Southern Chester County
Medical Center, Alfred I. Dupont Institute/Children’s Hospital, Christiana Care, St. Francis Hospital)
Assisted Living Communities (i.e., Friends Home, Victoria Gardens, Kendall-Crosslands, Luther House,
Jenner’s Pond)
Bayard Taylor Memorial Library in Kennett Square Borough (possibly moving to Kennett Township)
County-owned Pocopson (retirement) Home and Chester County Prison in Pocopson Township.
New Bolton Center Veterinary Hospital, an important Mid-Atlantic veterinary treatment, research, and
teaching facility affiliated with the University of Pennsylvania in East Marlborough Township.

Regional Planning
Kennett Area Regional Planning Commission
Kennett Township is an active participant in the Kennett Area Regional Planning
Commission (KARPC) that was formally established in 1988. KARPC consists of the
townships of Kennett, Pocopson, Pennsbury, New Garden, and Kennett Square Borough.
In addition to sharing information on current activities in their respective municipalities,
KARPC has undertaken a number of cooperative efforts over the years including a study of
regional police coverage, a regional zoning analysis, joint purchasing and manpower
agreements, educational planning forums, and adoption of the Kennett Area Regional Comprehensive Plan
(2000). 1 KARPC has implemented several major recommendations of the regional plan. These include
adopting regionally consistent natural resource protection standards (completed by Kennett, Pennsbury,
New Garden, and Pocopson) and completing a regional transportation study that will use a computer
model to analyze the impact of proposed developments on the regional road network. In 2002, KARPC
retrofitted its Regional Land Use Plan/Map to make it consistent with Acts 67 and 68 multi-municipal

KARPC

1 New Garden Township opted not to participate in the Regional Plan effort.
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planning amendments to the PA MPC that were enacted shortly after the regional plan was adopted.
However, not all of the Region’s municipalities adopted the plan and no implementation agreements were
signed. Due to the age of the regional plan, a full update should be considered.
If the regional plan and local zoning ordinances are ‘generally consistent’, municipalities in the Region can
take advantage of the benefits provided by Act 67 and 68 of the 2000 amendments to the PA MPC; for
example, a significant benefit is having added protection from ordinance validity challenges when land
uses are provided on a regional basis. Before these amendments, this protection was only afforded to
municipalities that had adopted joint municipal zoning. Other potential benefits of KARPC regional
planning efforts include additional consideration for funding and assistance, the potential for revenue
sharing, and allowance of regional transfer of development rights. 1 Since that time, East Marlborough
participated in a regional plan with Newlin and West Marlborough Townships, and has adopted
Implementation Agreements for that plan.
A consideration during the development of this Comprehensive Plan update is coordination with the
adopted KARPC Comprehensive Plan for the mutual benefit of Kennett Township and Kennett Region.

Neighboring Municipal Land Use Patterns
Due to long term cooperation within Kennett Region, there are few areas of conflicts between Kennett
Township’s current land use policies and those of surrounding municipalities. Chapter 7 discusses Kennett
Township’s existing land use patterns and future land use planning policies as well their consistency with
future land use planning policy of nearby areas.

Brandywine Battlefield Task Force
The part of Brandywine Battlefield that includes areas of six municipalities in Chester County (Kennett,
Birmingham, Pennsbury, Thornbury, and Westtown) and Delaware County (Chadds Ford) was listed and
dedicated as a National Register of Historic Places National Historic Landmark (NHL) in 1961. Brandywine
Battlefield Task Force (BBTF) formed in 1993 as an ad-hoc volunteer group of concerned organizations
(including municipal, state, and federal representatives, and non-profit institutions) interested in working
collaboratively to preserve and protect Battlefield lands, history, and resources.
In 2010, a Battlefield Study was completed that mapped newly found colonial-era mapping on modern
parcels and roads. The project displayed that key battle events occurred outside the NHL boundary,
indicating the Battlefield encompassed a larger land area than was previously understood that includes
portions of six additional present-day Chester County municipalities (East Bradford, West Bradford,
Pocopson, Newlin, East Marlborough, Kennett Square, and New Garden) and portions of two additional
present-day Delaware County municipalities (Thornbury and Concord). Importantly, the Study included
developing an animated map of battle action/ events, which has become a model for bringing history ‘to
life’ in an interesting and captivating manner by using modern technology.
In 2010-11, BBTF underwent a reorganization, part of which involved its expansion to include all 15
municipalities plus congressional officials and many other organizations and interested parties. A Steering
Committee comprised of entities involved since the BBTF’s founding continues to direct and guide the
BBTF/its work program. The most recent completed effort was the 2013 Brandywine Battlefield
Preservation Plan, funded by the federal American Battlefield Protection Program.

1 Use of these benefits is contingent on the participating municipalities adopting an “Intergovernmental Cooperative Implementation Agreement” as
described in the PA MPC. PA MPC Section 1104 indicates the implementation agreement must include a process for the participating municipalities to
achieve consistency with the multi-municipal plan and a procedure for reviewing regionally significant developments.
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Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway
Initiated in 2002 as a grass roots effort by local communities, and eventually
becoming a Byway Commission, the 25-mile Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway
(BVSB) became a PA State Byway 1 in 2005. The Commission is made up of the
seven originally involved communities in Chester and Delaware Counties
(Kennett, Pennsbury, East Marlborough, Pocopson, Birmingham, East
Bradford, and Chadds Ford Townships). The BVSB connects with the byway in
DE of the same name, resulting in an interconnected regional corridor. The DE
section holds a state as well as a national byway designation. A scenic byway is
a designated roadway or road network that travels through an area having
scenic, historic, natural, cultural, or archeological significance offering an
alternative to highways and telling the story of an area’s heritage, sense of
place, recreational options, and culture.
Per program guidelines, a Byway Corridor Management Plan (CMP) was
completed in 2014 to provide the Commission and involved municipalities with
a byway management program by 1) developing strategies to preserve and
enhance resources (scenic, natural, historic, archaeological, cultural, recreation) that define the byway
while 2) addressing the impacts of development pressure, traffic volumes, and tourism implications on
these resources. A CMP is funded using federal and other grant funding. The ultimate purpose of a CMP is
to maintain/improve the quality and continuity of a byway corridor while protecting its resources,
1 The National Scenic Byways Program was created under the Federal Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) with the goal of
recognizing and promoting outstanding corridors throughout the U.S., promoting tourism, and protecting the character-defining corridor features and resources.
Before a roadway can be designated under the national program, it must first be designated a PA Byway. Starting in the 1990’s, federal funding became
available to states to create Scenic Byway Programs. In 2001, the PA Byways program was created and is managed under PennDot. As of 2014, there were 22
PA Scenic Byways, two of which are also designated as National Scenic Byways.
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interpreting the area’s history, supporting cultural tourism and other appropriate economic development
initiatives, accommodating recreation, and supporting land conservation efforts. A CMP provides a
sufficient basis for possible future application for National Scenic Byway Designation, if wanted. In 2010,
funding was also obtained to undertake a Byway Bikeway design to extend the DE National BVSB bikeway
north along Route 52 into PA to Longwood Gardens.

Proposed PA Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway
A grass roots effort is underway to propose a scenic byway in the PA portion
of the Red Clay Creek watershed, which would extend and connect the
existing DE state Red Clay Creek Scenic Byway into PA. The DE byway is
unique in that it uses a network of roads to form the byway rather than the
more typical single roadway or loop corridor. It is also unique as the first in
the nation to apply a watershed-based planning model. The PA portion
proposes to build upon the DE approach and expand the byway in PA for a
more holistic and cooperative watershed planning effort.
Field investigations were undertaken by Red Clay Valley Association (RCVA) in
2009-10 to determine appropriate road segments that would be eligible for
designation under the PA Scenic Byway Program, as well as road segments
that should be further considered as potentially eligible. RCVA is working with
Kennett, East Marlborough, and New Garden Townships and Kennett Square
Borough to move forward and apply to the PA state program, which is the
first step in the state byway designation process.

Proposed PA Harriet Tubman Trail of Freedom
The proposed trail in PA along with the existing Harriet Tubman National Scenic Byways in MD and DE will
provide the ‘link to freedom’ that connects Independence Hall in Philadelphia with Harriet Tubman
Underground Railroad National Monument in Maryland. The eventual goal is to have Underground
Railroad-related trail and byway connections from Philadelphia all the way to Canada. Chester and
Delaware Counties boast at least 100 sites that have some significant connection with the Underground
Railroad or with Anti-Slavery activity, e.g. houses of individuals known to have been involved in the
Underground Railroad, African Methodist churches, Quaker meetinghouses, free produce stores, and sites
of kidnappings or rescues. Suggested public stops along the Harriet Tubman Trail of Freedom will highlight
Underground Railroad history and discuss many of the still standing sites.

Route 1 Corridor Economic Development Initiative
The project is an initiative of Chester County Economic Development Council to look at business potential
along the Route 1 corridor in partnership with Southern Chester County Chamber of Commerce’s
Government and Community Relations Committee. The goal is to coordinate with southern Chester County
municipalities, developers, land owners, construction/engineering, and service companies to create a
Route 1 Business Corridor Council and market appropriately zoned and agreed on properties to local,
regional, and national companies and to corporate site selectors. The general project area is from Kennett
Township to Nottingham, bounded by Route 1 on the north, East Penn Railroad on the south, and bisected
lengthwise by Baltimore Pike. Approximately three million square feet of current or planned commercial
space will be available in the project area over the next several years, excluding planned retail
development. All municipalities along the corridor are welcome to participate to the extent they deem it
in their best interest. As well, the Economic Development Partners Initiative is also working to develop a
branding and marketing effort to help attract business growth.
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Chester County Comprehensive Policy Plan: Landscapes2
Landscapes2 was adopted in 2009 as the update to Chester County’s 1996 Comprehensive
Policy Plan, Landscapes. Landscape2 champions three major initiatives to achieve a balance
between growth and preservation: build working partnerships, create sustainable
communities, and keep Chester County “green.” Plan policy stresses the importance of
protecting natural and historic resources and preserving working farms and prime agricultural
soils, while encouraging the revitalization and focus of development in and around the
County’s developed and urban areas, e.g. Kennett Square Borough. The Livable Landscapes
map depicts future growth areas (Urban and Suburban landscapes and Suburban and Rural
Centers) and low intensity rural resource preservation-oriented areas (Agricultural and Rural
landscapes, and Villages), along with a Natural Resources Overlay.
Through Landscapes2, the County strives to initiate and enhance programs to
promote cooperative planning; reinvest in urban landscapes; update and
maintain transportation systems and other infrastructure; provide reasonably
priced housing; and invest in a “green” future. As with Landscapes, the intent is
for Chester County to partner with municipalities to implement Landscapes2.
Starting with Landscapes and continuing with Landscapes2, the Chester County
Vision Partnership Grant Program (VPP) has provided grant funds to assist
municipalities and regional planning groups undertake planning projects. This
Comprehensive Plan update was largely funded through a VPP grant.
Kennett Township and Landscapes2 - The majority of the Township is
designated as Rural and Suburban Landscapes, with areas adjacent to Kennett
Square Borough as Urban Landscape and northeast of the Borough as
Suburban Center. Hamorton and Mendenhall are designated as villages
noteworthy for preservation, and Brandywine Battlefield as a landscape of
national significance that should be protected and preserved. Landscpes2 shows
significant natural features throughout the Township via the Natural Overlay. The
Township joined VPP in 1996.

Chester County
Livable Landscapes
Agricultural
Rural Center
Suburban Center
Urban
Rural
Suburban
Natural Overlay
@ Villages

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) was established via legislation in 1965 to provide
comprehensive, coordinated planning for the orderly growth and development of the Greater Philadelphia
region. This region includes Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia counties in PA; and
Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, and Mercer counties in New Jersey. DVRPC is an interstate, intercounty,
and intercity agency that advises on regional policy and capital funding issues concerning transportation,
economic development, the environment, and land use. Their purpose is to organize and conduct a
continuing, comprehensive, coordinated regional planning program for the area, including transportation
planning for the interests/purposes of PA and New Jersey entities represented by commissioners as well
as for the local governments and their planning agencies. DVRPC provides services to member
governments via planning analysis, data collection, mapping services, and a variety of publications.
DVRPC, as the region’s Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), is also responsible for coordinating
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The TIP is the regionally agreed upon list of
transportation priority projects by County required under federal law (ISTEA, TEA-21, SAFETEA LU). The TIP
must include all transportation related projects that intend to use federal funds, non-federally funded
projects of regional significance, and other State funded capital projects. In 2009, DVRPC updated and
adopted their long-range plan, Connections 2035. The Plan, which addresses regional land use,
environmental, economic competitiveness, and transportation policies, was revised to include a strong
emphasis on creating livable communities, managing growth and protecting resources, building an energyefficient economy, and creating a modern multi-modal transportation system. The plan also includes a list
of fiscally-constrained regional transportation projects.
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Wilmington Area Planning Council
Wilmington Area Planning Council (WILMAPCO) is the regional transportation planning agency for Cecil
County, Maryland and New Castle County, DE, serving a similar function as the DVRPC in PA. This
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is a non-profit government agency charged with planning and
coordinating between federal transportation agencies, state and local governments, and the public on
transportation projects and funds. Coordinated project and plan topics focus on public transit, pedestrian
and bicycle access, roadways, and greenways. WILMAPCO adopted their long- range regional
transportation plan in 2011 and functions under an annually updated Unified Planning Work Program.

New Castle County, DE
In DE, county government holds responsibility for regulating new and existing development, land use
planning, subdivision, regulation, and enforcement of building code and property maintenance in
unincorporated areas of counties as well as by request of incorporated municipalities. New Castle
County’s Department of Land Use comprises several divisions including Community Planning,
Development and Planning, and Code Enforcement. New Castle County’s recent Comprehensive Plan
update is consistent with the ‘Livable Delaware’ program; its goals and strategies are aimed to refine the
County’s growth management program and County Code while still addressing the requirements of the
Quality of Life Act of 1988, the state comprehensive planning enabling legislation. The plan vision is “to
preserve New Castle County as a strong community, where residents can grow up and grow old in a
healthy and safe environment, by encouraging environmentally and economically sustainable use of land,
which protects the county’s natural, cultural, agricultural, and historic resources.”

Cecil County, Maryland
In MD, non-charter counties, which include Cecil County, as well as incorporated municipalities 1 have
planning and land use regulatory authority including comprehensive planning, zoning, subdivision, and
land development. The Department of Planning is the County department responsible for this land use
planning and regulation in Cecil County. The Cecil County Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 1990 and
with substantial updates in 1997, 2001, 2004, and most recently in 2010 pursuant to state planning enabling
legislation Article 66B of the Annotated Code of Maryland. Key items addressed include planning for
significant projected 2010-2030 growth due in part to the impact of economic growth in the larger
Philadelphia-Baltimore-Washington DC area, infrastructure service and improvements, and agricultural
industry preservation. Cecil County has a number of other related planning documents, such as the Master
Water and Sewer Plan and the Land Preservation, Parks, and Recreation Plan, which must be consistent
with the Comprehensive Plan.
As a large undeveloped land area remaining in a central location between Washington D.C. and
Philadelphia, the former Bainbridge U.S Naval Training Center, constructed in 1942 for training World War II
Navy recruits, would impact Kennett Region if developed. The facility was deactivated in 1976, and in 1999
was transferred to the state of Maryland under the State established and publicly represented ‘Bainbridge
Development Corporation’ (BDC), specifically created to facilitate site development by private sector
entities. At the direction of US Congress, the Navy, which has retained ownership, completed
environmental remediation of the site.
At approximately 1,200 acres in size and located about 30 miles southwest of the Township, its future use
could provide impact to the Township, region, and Route 1 corridor area. The BDC was established “to
plan, initiate and oversee the activities necessary to convert the … site … into re-use opportunities which
would maximize the economic contribution from the re-development.” Bainbridge’s master plan

1 Includes City of Baltimore, and all incorporated municipalities outside of and certain incorporated municipalities in Montgomery and Prince George’s
counties.
Page 3-11

7-2015

Chapter 3 – Community Context

Kennett Township Comprehensive Plan

(www.bainbridgedevelopment.org) entails a mixed-use planned community including: 2.5 million sq. ft. of
commercial space, 1,250 mixed residential units, a variety of transportation modes, pedestrian amenities,
and related recreational and educational facilities. Development of this site, along with the growth at the
nearby Aberdeen Proving Ground, could have significant impact on traffic, infrastructure needs, and
economic development along the Route 1 corridor.

Delaware River Basin Commission
Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) was signed into law in 1961 by the federal
government and four basin states (Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and
Delaware). Its creation marked the first time the federal government and a group of
states joined as equal partners to form a regulatory agency for the purpose of river
basin planning. DRBC is a regional body with the force of law that oversees a unified
approach to managing a river system without regard to political boundaries. DRBC is
responsible for protecting water resources in the areas shown on the map to the right,
which includes Kennett Township. The purpose of DRBC oversight and regulations is to
manage water withdrawal, prevent depletion of groundwater and natural stream
flows, protect the interests and rights of lawful users of the same water resource, and
reconcile conflicting uses of limited water resources in the area.

Planning Implications
Given the Township’s reliance on a combination of local and regional services,
continued regional cooperation and coordination is key to the continued provision of
these services and utilities in a cost effective manner. Given sheer size and
development potential, development of the former Bainbridge naval training center
could have significant roadway, services and infrastructure, economic development
impacts on the Township and region.

 Future Growth Trends - Numerous cultural, educational, and recreational facilities make the region an
attractive place in which to live and work. These factors indicate that during the next 20 years there
will be growth and development pressure on the Region.

 Transportation Impacts - As the regional population and the number of commuters grows, safety and

congestion concerns for the regional transportation network will also increase and need to be
addressed both regionally and locally. A more viable public transit network may eventually be possible
as the density of the region increases.

 Regional Planning - Kennett Township’s continued participation in the KARPC yields benefits available

to municipalities that plan on a regional basis. Planning recommendations that take into consideration
the policies of both the Regional and County plans would assist the Township in regional coordination.

 Collaborative Planning - The Township’s continued participation in cooperative planning efforts of the
Brandywine Battlefield Task Force, the Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway, and the Route 1 Economic
Development Strategy, among others can keep the Township involved and informed of regional
cooperative planning efforts and put the Township in a better position to gain funding due to its
participation in larger cooperative planning efforts.
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Demographic Characteristics
Population and economic demographic characteristics in the Township, including population
growth, median income, and job location are important in the planning process. An analysis of
these types of descriptive statistics provides an understanding of past and current trends, and
assists in anticipating and planning for the future as well as any projected changes in population
and economic composition.
Demographic changes are important for their possible effect on demand for municipal and regional
facilities and services, land uses, and housing, among other planning considerations. Knowledge of these
characteristics and how they change over time helps the Township to plan for future needs.

Population Profile

Table 3-1: Historic Population Trends,
Kennett Township

Population Trends

YEAR

Kennett Township population has continuously grown since 1930, but at
different rates. The most dramatic numeric increases in population
occurred since 1990 with over 1,000 new residents in each of the last two
decades. This corresponds to a time of high population growth along the
Route 1 corridor. The Township had its greatest percentage increases in
population in the 1950’s and 1990’s.

1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010

POPULATION
1,343
1,767
2,145
3,026
3,394
4,201
4,624
6,451
7,565

NUMERIC

PERCENT

AVERAGE

HOUSEHOLD
INCREASE INCREASE
SIZE *
-424
378
881
368
807
423
1,827
1,114

-31.6%
21.4%
41.1%
12.2%
23.8%
10.1%
39.5%
17.3%

NA
NA
NA
3.30
3.30
2.73
2.52
2.56
2.50

Since 1990, the Township has had greater population growth (63.6%) than
the region with the exception of New Garden, which more than doubled
in population. Nearly all the Township’s growth can be attributed to inmigration. In 1970, Kennett Square Borough had the highest population in Source: U. S. Census Bureau , 1930-2010
* Persons/Household on average
the region, but as surrounding townships witnessed increases in
suburban development, they began to surpass the Borough in total population and by 2010, the Borough
ranked fourth in population in Kennett Region.
Table 3-3: Population Growth Factors,
Kennett Township and Chester County
NUMBER PERCENT
POPULATION
Table 3-2: Population Trends, Kennett Township and Surrounding Area
CHANGE CHANGE
GROWTH
PERCENT
19901990POPULATION
FACTORS
CHANGE
2010
2010
MUNICIPALITY
1990KENNETT TOWNSHIP
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010
2010
2,941
63.6%
TOTAL POPULATION INCREASE
3,394
4,201
4,624
6,451
7,565 63.6%
KENNETT TOWNSHIP
970
-TOTAL BIRTHS
4,153
4,790
5,430
9,083 11,984 120.7%
NEW GARDEN
910
-TOTAL DEATHS
3,031
3,953
4,781
6,317
7,026 47.0%
EAST MARLBOROUGH
60
2%
NET NATURAL INCREASE
1,763
2,604
3,326
3,500
3,604
8.4%
PENNSBURY
2,881
98%
NET IN-MIGRATION
POCOPSON

KENNETT SQUARE
KENNETT REGION
CHESTER COUNTY
1
NORTHWEST NCC DE
NEW CASTLE COUNTY DE

1,556
4,876

2,331
4,715

3,266
5,218

3,350
5,273

4,582
6,072

40.3%
16.4%

18,773 22,594 26,645 33,974 40,833
277,746 316,660 376,396 433,501 498,886

53.2%
32.5%

14,163 17,295 24,402 29,388 29,569
385,856 398,115 441,946 500,265 538,479

21.1%
21.8%

Source: U. S. Census Bureau, 1970-2010

CHESTER COUNTY
TOTAL POPULATION INCREASE
TOTAL BIRTHS
TOTAL DEATHS
NET NATURAL INCREASE

122,490
120,971
65,669
55,302
67,188

NET IN-MIGRATION
Source: U. S. Census Bureau, 1990-2010;
PA Dept of Health

32.5%
--45%
55%

‘Northwest NCC’ refers to the ‘Piedmont District Census County Divisions (CCD)’, a sub-county census district comprising the northwestern section of New
Castle County, DE. CCDs were created by the U.S. Census Bureau for data analysis purposes in locales, such as New Castle County, that have no legally
established minor civil divisions (MCDs). CCDs are found in other areas of Delaware and in Maryland, and have no legal function.

1
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Population Density
Population density provides an
indication of whether a
community is urban, suburban, or
rural in character. Though
Township population density has
more than tripled since 1950 and
nearly doubled since 1980, its
overall density remains relatively
low compared to the County. This
reflects the Township’s lower
density mixed suburban/rural
character, while, for example, the
high density of Kennett Square
Borough clearly reflects its urban
character.

Table 3-4: Population Density*, Kennett Township and Surrounding Area
SQUARE
MILES^ 1930 1940

MUNICIPALITY
KENNETT TOWNSHIP
NEW GARDEN
EAST MARLBOROUGH
PENNSBURY

YEAR

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

15.3
88 115 140 198 222 275 302 422
494
16.1 149 169 191 231 256 298 337 564
744
15.5 103 103 121 156 196 255 308 408
453
9.9
68
67
69
95 178 263 336 354
364
8.2
51
63
58 160 190 284 398 409
559
1.1 2,810 3,068 3,363 3,959 4,433 4,286 4,744 4,794 5,520

POCOPSON

KENNETT SQUARE
KENNETT REGION

CHESTER COUNTY
NORTHWEST NCC DE
NEW CASTLE COUNTY DE

66.1
750.5

144
169

161
181

188
212

271
281

284
370

342
422

39.5
426.3

na
378

na
421

na
513

na
721

359
905

438 618 744
749
934 1,037 1,174 1,263

Source: U. S. Census Bureau, 1930-2010 * persons per square mile of land area
water area) from Census 2010

403
502

514
578

618
665

^ land area (does not include

Population Forecasts
Population forecasts assist in planning for future land use, provision of local services, development of
community facilities, and improvements to the circulation system. Though they serve only as general
indicators of future population levels - it is difficult to accurately predict precise future population levels forecasts are needed for planning for the future.
Table 3-5: Population Forecasts, Kennett Township and Surrounding Area
MUNICIPALITY

KENNETT TOWNSHIP
NEW GARDEN
EAST MARLBOROUGH
PENNSBURY
POCOPSON

KENNETT SQUARE
KENNETT REGION

CHESTER COUNTY
1
NORTHWEST NCC DE
NEW CASTLE COUNTY DE 2
DVRPC COUNTIES IN PA*

2010
CENSUS

2015

2020

2025

2030

2035

2040

PERCENT

PERCENT

CHANGE

CHANGE

FORECAST

FORECAST

FORECAST

FORECAST

FORECAST

FORECAST

7,565
11,984
7,026
3,604
4,582
6,072

7,844
12,560
7,393
3,664
4,708
6,230

8,195
13,284
7,854
3,740
4,865
6,428

8,736
14,400
8,565
3,857
5,109
6,734

9,276
15,516
9,276
3,973
5,352
7,039

9,627
16,240
9,737
4,049
5,509
7,237

9,906
16,816
10,104
4,109
5,635
7,395

22.6%
29.5%
32.0%
10.2%
16.8%
15.9%

30.9%
40.3%
43.8%
14.0%
23.0%
21.8%

40,833
498,886

42,399
516,581

44,366
538,809

47,401
573,108

50,432
607,407

52,399
629,635

53,965
647,330

21.2%
21.8%

29.0%
29.8%

29,569
538,479

29,948
558,408

31,089
578,300

32,141
595,007

31,679
606,902

31,526
614,716

31,754
619,820

7.1%
12.7%

7.4%%
15.1%

4,008,994 4,055,616 4,128,746 4,231,683 4,340,620 4,414,768 4,469,538

8.3%

11.5%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2010; Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC), 2012; 1 WILMAPCO , 2012;
Consortium, 2012; * DVRPC counties in Pennsylvania are Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia.

2010-2030 2010-2040

2 Delaware Population

Population forecasts used in Table 3-5 were developed by Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission
(DVRPC) for counties in the Philadelphia region using current fertility, mortality, and migration information.
These county forecasts were then disaggregated down to the municipal level using existing forecasts and
2010 Census counts. Chester County Planning Commission (CCPC) adjusted these county and municipal
population forecasts based on growth trends, development policy, and through consideration of local
factors, such as environmental constraints, infrastructure, local zoning policies, and remaining developable
land in each municipality. Kennett Township is classified by DVRPC as a Growing Suburb (characterized by
significant actual or forecasted population and/or employment growth and developable lands).
Forecasts indicate modest growth for Kennett Township over the next 30 years (2010 to 2040), which is
comparable to growth predicted for Chester County overall. Growth in the Township is expected to be
initially slow, then to accelerate, and then slow again - this is similar to population forecasts trends for
Chester County and the Philadelphia region. Total growth in the Township is forecasted to be noticeably less
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than occurred in the Township over the past 30 years (of 80 percent from 1980 to 2010). The total growth
rate in the Township is expected to be less than in East Marlborough and New Garden, but greater than the
rest of the area and County.

Population Diversity
The Census Bureau provides data on race and Latino ethnic origin. For
planning purposes, and, in particular, analysis of potential community services
and facility’s needs, data is shown in terms of racial composition trends as well
as Hispanic/Latino and Not Hispanic/Latino categories.
Although less so than 30 years ago in 1980, Township population is
predominately non-Latino white (84.2%); this ratio reflects the County and
State and is in the median for the Region. About 10 percent of Township
residents are Latino. In the Region, Kennett Square and New Garden have
higher proportions of Latino residents (48.8% and 26.4% respectively).
Since 2000, the percentage of Latino residents in the Township has grown
slightly, and the percentage of Asian residents has nearly doubled. Over the
same period, Latino as well as Asian residents nearly doubled countywide;
though the proportion of Latino residents in the Township remains higher
than the County and is the median for the Region. Since 1990, Township
Latino population is primarily of Mexican origin. Prior to 1990, Latino
population was primarily Puerto Rican. Accurate immigrant population counts
can be difficult to obtain for reasons including tracking of migration, nontraditional household composition, apprehension of government entities, and
language barriers; thus, Census counts may be somewhat lower than the
actual number.

Table 3-6, Total Population
Diversity Trends, Kennett Township
YEAR

LATINO WHITE BLACK ASIAN OTHER*

KENNETT TOWNSHIP
5.3% 93.5%
1980
7.0% 89.9%
1990
9.2% 86.8%
2000
2010 10.5% 84.2%

2.9%
2.3%
1.9%
1.7%

0.5%
0.7%
1.4%
2.4%

3.0%
0.1%
0.7%
1.3%

Source: U. S. Census Bureau, 1980-2010; * American
Indian, Pacific Islander, some other race, and two or
more races.

Table 3-7: Latino Population
Diversity Trends, Kennett Township
ETHNICITY
1980 1990 2000 2010
MEXICAN
PUERTO RICAN
CUBAN
OTHER *

26.3%
66.1%
0.0%
7.6%

60.9%
25.5%
1.2%
12.4%

78.9%
12.6%
0.7%
7.8%

77.7%
11.1%
1.9%
9.3%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1980-2010. * Dominican
Republic, Spain, and Spanish-speaking Central and
South American countries.

Population by Age and Gender
Analyzing age distribution provides information about trends in population
composition. This is useful in planning since changes in population
segments can affect demand for facilities, services, education, housing,
and recreation.
Median age provides an indication of population age trends. Median age
for the Township shows it has an overall older population than the County
and the second oldest in Kennett Region after Pennsbury. The high median
age in the Township, as well as Pennsbury, reflects and is affected by the
sizable retirement communities, such as Kendal at Longwood, found in
both townships.
Overall age trends indicate that Township population has gotten older
since 1980, as has the County and surrounding area. An exception is
Kennett Square Borough where median age has stayed fairly consistent,
actually becoming younger from 2000 to 2010, likely due in part to more
affordable and diverse housing and transportation options available.

Table 3-8, Median Age^,
Kennett Township and Surrounding Area
MEDIAN AGE
MUNICIPALITY
1980 1990 2000 2010
38
43
41
46
KENNETT TOWNSHIP
29
32
34
37
NEW GARDEN
32
36
38
45
EAST MARLBOROUGH
39
44
49
51
PENNSBURY
POCOPSON

KENNETT SQUARE
KENNETT REGION
CHESTER COUNTY
NORTHWEST NCC DE
NEW CASTLE COUNTY DE

39
32

43
34

41
35

41
32

35
31

39
34

40
37

42
39

38
30

39
33

42
35

47

Increasing median age is a nationwide trend resulting from the aging of the Baby Boom generation, which
comprises the large number of children born during the high birth rate years of 1946 to 1964. As of 2010,
Baby Boomers are between the ages of 45 and 64. Nationwide, median age and overall age composition is
likely to continue increasing over the next 20 years as Baby Boomers advance into retirement.
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Age Comparisons
A look at age groups provides additional information
about the population composition. Five age groups
are considered: children/school age (under age 20),
young adults (ages 20-34), middle aged (ages 35-54,
entering retirement (ages 55-64), and older persons
(ages 65+). Not all age groups include an equal
number of years, but their makeup (percentages) of
the total population and their growth rates provide
useful information in planning for possible needed
community services and facilities.

100%
95%
90%

Figure3-1: Population By Age Group,
KennettTownship
17.5%
(1,128)

85%
80%
75%

10.2%
(657)

70%

11.7%
(50,677)

20.2%
(1,526)

8.9%
(38,794)

12.8%
(63,875)
12.3%
(61,572)

14.1%
(1,068)

65%

32.6%
(141,309)

60%

65+

30.2%
(150,509)

The entering retirement and older persons age groups
32.6%
55%
(2,106)
increased in their proportions of total Township
29.4%
50%
population, as other age groups decreased in
(2,221)
proportion. This is partly the result of the aging of the
45%
Baby Boom generation, as mentioned above. In 2000,
40%
18.0%
17.0%
baby Boomers comprised the entire middle aged
(78,130)
35%
13.4%
(84,757)
group. By 2010, that generation advanced into the
11.6%
(862)
30%
(877)
older half of the middle aged group and into the
25%
entering retirement group. This caused the increase in
20%
the entering retirement group and the slowed growth
28.7%
in the middle aged group. The absolute number of
27.7%
15%
26.3%
24.8%
(124,591)
(138,173)
(1,698)
young adults and children/school age persons slightly
(1,873)
10%
increased since 2000, though in proportion (as a
5%
percentage) to total Township population both age
0%
groups slightly decreased. As of 2010, young adults,
KENNETT TWP, KENNETT TWP, CHESTER COUNTY,CHESTER COUNTY,
are the smallest population group, numerically and
2000
2010
2000
2010
proportionally, having been surpassed in size by the
entering retirement age group. As expected, given the overall nationwide aging population trend, the
older persons group increased in size from 2000 to 2010.
Table 3-9: Population Change
By Age Group, Kennett
Township and Chester County
PERCENT CHANGE
2000-2010
AGE
GROUP
KENNETT CHESTER
TOWNSHIP COUNTY
10.3%
10.9%
0-19 yrs
1.7%
8.5%
20-34 yrs
5.5%
6.5%
35-54 yrs
62.6%
58.7%
55-64 yrs
35.3%
26.0%
65 yrs+
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000-2010

Township age group increase and
decrease trends between 2000 and 2010
are generally comparable to the County.
Proportionally though, the Township has
a notably higher percentage of its
population entering retirement and as
older persons, and a lower percentage of
its population as children/school age and
young adults. In summary, the
comparison between the Township and
County indicates the Township contains a
larger concentration of older residents,
and fewer children and young adults.

60%

55-64
35-54
20-34
0-19

Figure3-2: Population By Gender,
Kennett Township
51.6%

49.4%

48.4%

50.6%

50.4%
49.6%

51.6%
48.4%

40%

20%
female

Gender

male

0%
Since 1980, there generally have been slightly more females than males in the
1980
1990
2000
Township. This ratio is typical of most places nationwide. The percentage of
females in the Township is slightly higher than in the County. This reflects the
greater proportion of older residents in the Township as on average females live longer than males, and
accounts for the larger proportion of Township population.
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Economic Profile
This Economic Profile consists of two primary elements: 1) general economic information and 2)
worker/workplace information. The first sections in this profile examine general economic information for
residents in Kennett Region, including income, poverty, educational attainment, and labor force
characteristics 1. The remainder of this profile examines worker and work place information, including jobs
and commuting patterns for Township residents who
Table 3-10: Median Household Income,
work in the Township, residents who work elsewhere,
Kennett
Township and Surrounding Area
and non-Township residents who commute into the
Township for work.
MEDIAN INCOME
MUNICIPALITY
1980
1990
2000
$30,455
$58,853
$85,104
KENNETT TOWNSHIP
$17,473
$36,521
$75,307
NEW GARDEN
$26,531
$65,880
$95,812
E
AST
M
ARLBOROUGH
Kennett Township lies in a high-income part of the
$30,370
$77,054
$83,295
P
ENNSBURY
County, State, and nation. The Township has a lower
NA
$67,364
$98,215
POCOPSON
median household income than surrounding townships,
$17,756
$34,375
$46,523
KENNETT SQUARE
but they all have notably higher median incomes than
Chester County overall, which is among the wealthiest
NA
$56,675
$80,709
KENNETT REGION
of counties in the nation. Median household income in
$22,209
$45,642
$65,295
CHESTER COUNTY
Kennett Square Borough is substantially less than the
NA
NA $101,614
NORTHWEST NCC DE
County and is around half that in the surrounding
$19,656
$37 860
$52,419
NEW CASTLE COUNTY DE
townships. This is a comparable pattern to other areas
$16,880
$29,069
$40,106
PENNSYLVANIA
of the County where there are urbanized areas
$16,841
$30,056
$41,994
UNITED STATES
surrounded by lower density townships.

Income Levels

2006/10
$101,446
$113,317
$118,295
$122,381
$145,089
$57,500
$109,671
$84,741
$125,859
$62,474
$50,398
$51,914

Source: U. S. Census Bureau, 1980-2000; American Community Survey, 2006-2010

Poverty Levels
Kennett Township has a low rate of poverty, as do other
townships in Kennett Region, except for New Garden, which has
a notably higher poverty rate despite its high median household
income ($113,317). This indicates there are pockets of low income
in New Garden, likely related to more farm worker housing
including mobile homes, as compared with the other townships.
At 11.1 percent, Kennett Square Borough has the highest poverty
rate in the Region as well as the lowest median household income
($57,500). This is not unusual for a borough/small town in the
greater Philadelphia region and indicates that the greatest need
for economic and social services is in the Borough, followed by
New Garden. Somewhat higher poverty levels and lower median
incomes in urbanized areas in comparison to rural or suburban
areas is typical in Chester County.

Table 3-11: Percent of Persons Below Poverty Level 2,
Kennett Township and Surrounding Area
PERCENT BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
MUNICIPALITY
1980 1990 2000 2006/10
4.5%
3.8% 5.1%
2.5%
KENNETT TOWNSHIP
10.2% 10.7%
5.7%
8.1%
NEW GARDEN
6.5%
1.1%
2.4%
1.5%
EAST MARLBOROUGH
1.6%
1.8%
1.2%
1.1%
PENNSBURY
POCOPSON

KENNETT SQUARE
KENNETT REGION
CHESTER COUNTY
NORTHWEST NCC DE
NEW CASTLE COUNTY DE
PENNSYLVANIA
UNITED STATES

4.9%
7.1%

2.0%
8.5%

3.4%
9.0%

2.7%
11.1%

5.8%
6.4%

4.7%
4.7%

4.5%
5.2%

4.5%
6.2%

NA

NA

14.4%

7.5%

2.1%
8.4%

3.2%
10.3%

10.5%
12.4%

11.1%
13.1%

11.0%
12.4%

12.4%
13.8%

Source: U. S. Census Bureau, 19890-2000; American Community
Survey, 2006-2010

The data for this part of the Economic Profile comes largely from the American Community Survey (ACS), which is a continuous annual survey of random
samples of the population by the U. S. Census Bureau. ACS provides detailed socio-economic population characteristics and replaces the former decennial
census ‘long form’ survey that was given to a sampling of the population. ACS uses sampling of the population to represent information about the total
population each year. For places the size of Kennett Township (populations less than 20,000), obtaining a sufficient sample of responses requires averaging
annual survey data over a five-year period. This Comprehensive Plan uses data that has been averaged over the five-year period of 2006 to 2010, which
includes surveys taken both before and after the national economic and housing financial crisis that began in 2008.
2 Poverty level is determined by the U.S. Census Bureau by using “a set of money income thresholds that vary by family size and composition to determine
who is in poverty”. If a family’s or an individual’s income is less that their applicable poverty threshold, then the family (and every individual in it, related and
unrelated) is considered to be in poverty. There are 48 possible poverty thresholds nationwide. The thresholds do not vary by geography and are updated
annually for inflation. Examples of poverty thresholds for 2010 include: 1) $22,113 for a family of four with two children under 18 yrs; 2) $14,602 for a two
person household with the householder under 65 yrs; and 3) $13,180 for a two person household with a householder 65 yrs or older.
1
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Educational Attainment
Residents in the
Township and
surrounding area are
highly educated. Most
Township residents have
college degrees with
many also having
advanced graduate or
professional degrees.
About 1/3 more
Township residents have
an advanced degree
compared to the County
overall. This indicates a
highly skilled work force
in the Township.

Table 3-12: Educational Attainment, Kennett Township and Surrounding Area
TOTAL
LESS THAN
HIGH
SOME COLLEGE
GRADUATE OR
BACHELORS
MUNICIPALITY
POPULATION HIGH SCHOOL SCHOOL OR ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL
DEGREE
25 YEARS +
GRADUATE
GRADUATE
DEGREE
DEGREE
5,330
6.2%
14.1%
15.7%
31.5%
32.4%
KENNETT TOWNSHIP
7,214
15.4%
22.1%
12.6%
28.5%
21.4%
NEW GARDEN
4,656
4.5%
15.2%
15.5%
39.7%
25.0%
EAST MARLBOROUGH
2,768
0.6%
14.4%
16.0%
34.7%
34.3%
PENNSBURY

Unemployment

Source: American Community Survey, 2006-2010

3,327
3,951

19.3%
34.1%

24.9%
28.4%

13.8%
19.8%

23.6%
11.9%

18.5%
5.9%

27,246
323,963

13.4%
7.5%

19.9%
24.2%

15.6%
20.5%

28.3%
29.5%

22.9%
18.3%

19,866
350,538

2.5%
11.6%

14.5%
29.4%

20.9%
26.6%

31.4%
19.3%

30.7%
13.1%

8,558,693
199,726,659

12.6%
14.9%

37.8%
29.0%

23.2%
28.1%

16.3%
17.6%

10.1%
10.3%

POCOPSON

KENNETT SQUARE
KENNETT REGION

CHESTER COUNTY
NORTHWEST NCC DE
NEW CASTLE COUNTY DE
PENNSYLVANIA
UNITED STATES

Chester County continues to enjoy one of the lowest unemployment
rates in the State and the Township’s unemployment rate is even lower
than that of the County. Recent data available at the County (but not
municipal) level shows that at the beginning of 2012 the unemployment
rate for Chester County overall was around 6 percent. This 2012 rate for
the County is slightly higher than it was on average in 2006/10 (5.0%), but
is notably lower than 2012 unemployment rates for the State (7.6%) and
nation (8.2%). This indicates that the unemployment rate in Kennett
Township (3.0%) is very low.

Table 3-13: Unemployment Rate 1,
Kennett Township and Surrounding Area
MUNICIPALITY

KENNETT TOWNSHIP
NEW GARDEN
EAST MARLBOROUGH
PENNSBURY
POCOPSON

KENNETT SQUARE
KENNETT REGION

Employment Characteristics–
Occupation and Industry
Employment characteristics highlight the types of businesses in which
Township residents are employed (industry) and the type of work they
do for that business (occupation). Changes in these characteristics show
trends in the overall economy of an area and changes in the types of
employment available.

CHESTER COUNTY
NORTHWEST NCC DE
NEW CASTLE COUNTY DE
PENNSYLVANIA
UNITED STATES

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

1980 1990 2000 2006/10
3.3%
7.0%
5.4%
6.1%

1.4%
1.5%
1.7%
0.4%
NA 2.4%
8.3% 3.6%

2.2%
8.0%
1.8%
1.5%
3.5%
2.4%

3.0%
5.4%
1.0%
4.5%
3.4%
6.4%

NA 1.8% 3.2%
4.6% 3.0% 2.5%

4.0%
5.0%

NA
NA 1.0%
6.0% 3.8% 3.5%

4.5%
6.9%

7.4% 6.0% 3.5%
6.3% 6.3% 3.7%

7.3%
7.9%

Source: U. S. Census Bureau, 1980-2000; American
Community Survey, 2006-2010

Industries in which Township Residents Work
‘Industry’ refers to the type of business conducted by the person’s employing organization. Table 3-14
shows the top industries in 2006/10 in which working Township residents are employed; these industries
account for around 85 percent of Township resident’s jobs. The largest individual industry sectors for
Township residents who work are in professional/scientific/and administrative services, and educational/
health care services. This was also the case in 2000. These two types of industry sectors provide highly
skilled jobs that require highly skilled and educated workers, which is consistent with the high overall
educational level of Township residents.

U.S. Census Bureau defines Labor Force as the civilian population 16 yrs + (who are not in the military or in an institution such as a nursing home or prison)
and who are actively employed or unemployed but actively seeking work. Individuals who are neither employed nor unemployed are considered not in the
labor force, examples of which include retirees, homemakers, full time volunteers, and students.

1
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There are some similarities between the Township and the County in employment industries and trends. A
notable exception is the agricultural industry sector, which has accounted for a much higher percentage of
jobs for Township residents than for County residents overall. Manufacturing has remained an important
industry in the Township and County.
Table 3-14: Industries in which Kennett Township Residents are Employed as compared with Chester County
INDUSTRIES RESIDENTS WORK IN…
TOTAL POPULATION
EMPLOYED IN

16 YEARS +

CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 16 YEARS +:

SERVICES:

PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, MANAGEMT., ADMIN., WASTE
EDUCATION, HEALTH CARE, SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT, RECREATION, HOTEL, FOOD
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, FISHING, HUNTING, MINING
MANUFACTURING
FINANCE, INSURANCE, REAL ESTATE, RENTAL, LEASING
TRANSPORTATION, WAREHOUSING, UTILITIES
ALL OTHER SECTORS

1980
1990
2000
2006/10
KENNETT CHESTER KENNETT CHESTER KENNETT CHESTER KENNETT CHESTER
TWP
COUNTY
TWP COUNTY TWP COUNTY TWP
COUNTY
3,299
1,867
31.1%

239,079
148,236
29.6%

3,851 292,642
2,337 198,581
32.4%
33.8%

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

14.1%
29.7%
3.2%
3.7%
18.8%

3.6%
29.3%
6.3%
6.0%
25.2%

14.7%
18.1%
9.9%
5.1%
19.8%

3.8%
19.7%
8.5%
6.1%
28.1%

5,033 332,513
3,033 221,255
47.1%
48.1%
18.6%
13.8%
18.0%
19.8%
6.9%
5.4%
7.5%
2.0%
15.1%
14.8%
9.5%
10.0%
4.1%
4.1%
16.7%
21.0%

5,985
3,572
43.0%
16.8%
16.1%
6.4%
15.0%
13.4%
8.6%
6.6%
13.4%

381,878
251,228
43.2%
14.9%
21.3%
6.7%
1.9%
12.6%
10.0%
3.8%
28.5%

Source: U. S. Census Bureau, 1980-2000; American Community Survey, 2006-2010

Occupations/Jobs of Township Residents
‘Occupation’ refers to the type of work a person does on the job, regardless of the industry or job sector in
which they work. The largest percentages of working Township residents, by far, work in managerial,
business, science, and arts jobs. The high percentage of Township residents who work in these professions
is consistent with the generally higher household incomes and higher educational levels in the Township.
Table 3-15: Kennett Township Residents Occupation/Job Types as compared with Chester County^
1980
1990
2000
2006/10
OCCUPATIONS/JOBS OF RESIDENTS …
KENNETT CHESTER KENNETT CHESTER KENNETT CHESTER KENNETT CHESTER
TWP COUNTY TWP COUNTY TWP COUNTY TWP
COUNTY
1,867 148,236
2,337 198,581
3,033 221,255
3,572 251,228
EMPLOYED IN CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 16 YEARS +:
NA
NA
NA
NA
55.7%
56.4%
56.4%
47.3%
MANAGEMENT, BUSINESS, SCIENCE, ARTS
NA
NA
NA
NA
18.0%
17.3%
17.3%
24.9%
SALES AND OFFICE
NA
NA
NA
NA
9.8%
6.5%
6.5%
12.5%
SERVICES
NA
NA
NA
NA
10.6%
15.9%
15.9%
7.7%
NATURAL RESOURCES*, CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE
NA
NA
NA
NA
5.9%
3.9%
3.9%
7.6%
PRODUCTION, TRANSPORT., MATERIAL MOVING
NA
NA
NA
NA
41.0%
28.8%
37.7%
34.6%
MANAGEMENT, PROFESSIONAL SPECIALTIES
NA
NA
NA
NA
22.7%
29.2%
30.6%
32.8%
SALES, TECHNICIANS , ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT
SERVICES

FARMING, FORESTRY, FISHING
PRECISION PRODUCTION, CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR
MACHINISTS, FABRICATORS, ASSEMBLERS, INSPECTORS
TRANSPORT., MATERIAL MOVING
HANDLERS, EQUIP. CLEANERS, HELPERS, LABORERS

7.5%
11.2%
9.7%
3.2%
2.2%
2.5%

10.7%
3.2%
11.7%
8.7%
3.7%
4.0%

7.0%
11.6%
7.0%
1.8%
2.1%
2.1%

9.7%
2.7%
9.4%
4.6%
2.9%
3.2%

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

Source: U. S. Census Bureau, 1980-2000; American Community Survey, 2006-2010 ^ U.S. Census occupation categories changed between the 1990
and 2000 census and thus data is not readily comparable, e.g. starting with census 2000, handler, equip. cleaner, helper, and laborer jobs were
incorporated under their associated job categories and no longer treated as a separate category and as such in census 2000 jobs such as
construction laborers have been incorporated into Natural Resources, Construction, Maintenance job category * Farming, Forestry, Fishing
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Jobs Located in the Township
This discussion focuses on the
types of primary jobs that are
physically located within Kennett
Township. “Primary job” refers to
a worker’s main job only, and
does not include second jobs or
other income. 1

Table 3-16: Primary Jobs Located in Kennett Township
PRIMARY JOBS LOCATED IN THE TOWNSHIP

YEAR

BY INDUSTRY

2002 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

TOTAL PRIMARY JOBS IN THE TOWNSHIP

3,639 3,718 3,400 4,101 4,355 4,066 3,345

SHARE OF JOBS BY NAICS INDUSTRY SECTORS:
SERVICES:

PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL
MANAGEMENT OF COMPANIES, ENTERPRISES
HEALTH CARE, SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT, RECREATION
HOTEL, FOOD
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, FISHING, HUNTING
MANUFACTURING
TRANSPORTATION, WAREHOUSING

5%
0%
15%
11%
4%
28%
8%
0%
2%
2%
25%

6%
0%
15%
10%
6%
28%
6%
0%
2%
1%
26%

7%
0%
17%
12%
8%
24%
4%
0%
2%
4%
22%

Table 3-16 shows the industry
types that are found in the
Township based on the number
of people employed in those
industries, while Figure 3-3
displays 2010 data graphically
showing density and location of
UTILITIES
all primary jobs and Figures 3-4 to
FINANCE , INSURANCE
3-7 display 2010 data for the top
ALL OTHER SECTORS
four industries. Note that even
Source: U.S. Census Bureau Center of Economic Studies ‘OnTheMap’, 2010
though an industry may hold a
larger percentage of primary jobs in one year than another, that does not
necessarily indicate the industry has grown/has more jobs in the Township,
rather it only indicates the industry has a larger share of jobs in the Township
as compared to other industries/other years.

6%
0%
14%
10%
7%
26%
3%
1%
7%
4%
22%

6%
0%
16%
11%
7%
24%
3%
2%
8%
4%
19%

9%
8%
17%
12%
4%
25%
3%
1%
1%
1%
19%

12%
10%
19%
0%
4%
29%
4%
0%
1%
1%
20%

In 2010, over 3,300 primary jobs were located in the Township. The fewer
number of total primary jobs in 2010 than in prior years partly reflects the
nationwide recession that began in 2008. From 2008 to 2010, the majority of
industries experienced reductions in the number of primary jobs located in
the Township; industries with notable reductions included arts (463 jobs),
utilities (283 jobs), and hotel and food services (193 jobs), followed by
finance and insurance (143 jobs) and retail (114 jobs). Reductions of more
than 50 jobs also occurred in information (71 jobs), transportation (63 jobs),
agricultural (58 jobs), and health care (58 jobs) industry sectors.
Although from 2008 to 2010 the agricultural and the health care services
sectors lost jobs, since 2002 both industries have by far continuously
provided the most amount (number and share) of jobs in the Township, with
the agricultural sector loosely hovering around 1,000 jobs and the health
care services sector around 600 jobs each year. Professional services and
Figure 3-3: Primary Jobs in Kennett Township, 2010
management industry sectors became more prevalent in the Township
from 2008 to 2010 with an increase of 152 jobs and 334 jobs, respectively.
The wholesale sector also experienced some growth, adding 41 jobs.
In 2010, a little over half of people working in the Township were between 30
and 54 years old, about one-quarter were under 29 years, and about one-fifth
were over 55 years. With about one-third of Township residents between the ages of 30 and 50 years old
and about one-tenth between 15 and 29 years old, this indicates that a notable number of persons in those
age groups commute into the Township for work. Likewise, about one-quarter of persons working in the
Township were of Latino origin. This is a larger percentage than those residing in the Township (10.5
percent), meaning a notable number of Latino workers commute into Kennett Township for their jobs.

1 This data is primarily from the Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics (LEHD) Program, a relatively new cooperative effort of the U.S. Census Bureau
and PA Department of Labor and Industry (PAL&I). This data is not comparable to job data from prior comprehensive plans.
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Figure 3-4: Primary Jobs in the
Figure 3-5: Primary Jobs in the
Figure 3-6: Primary Jobs in the Figure 3-7: Primary Jobs in
Professional Services Industry Management of Companies Industry Health Services Industry
the Agricultural Industry
Sector in the Township, 2010
Sector in the Township, 2010
Sector in the Township, 2010 Sector in the Township, 2010

Data available for educational attainment for persons 30 years and older working in the Township shows
that high school graduate or less was the highest educational level attained for 43 percent of these
workers, while 33 percent had a bachelor’s degree or higher. This indicates a lower education level for
persons who work in the Township as compared to residents who live in the Township.
Table 3-17: Monthly Earnings for Primary Jobs
Located in Kennett Township

Since 2002, monthly earnings for persons working at jobs
located in the Township has shown an increasing trend,
whereby in 2010 a larger share as well as a greater number of
persons earn over $3,333 per month while a smaller share and
fewer person earn $1,250 or less per month. Consistent with
national trends, the number and share of persons working in
the Township making mid-level earnings has shown a
decreasing trend from 2002 to 2010.

EARNINGS PER

YEAR

MONTH

2002 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

$1,250 OR LESS
$1,251 TO $3,333
MORE THAN $3,333

23%
50%
27%

23% 21.5% 21% 21%
48% 43% 41% 39.5%
29% 35% 38% 40%

19% 16%
41% 41%
40% 43%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Center of Economic Studies ‘OnTheMap’, 2010

Work/Worker Commuting Patterns
This section examines work/worker commuting patterns to primary jobs for both 1) Township residents
(working within and outside the Township) and 2) non-Township residents working within the Township.
Table 3-18 shows the top 10 specific locations
where primary jobholders in the Township
commute from. Kennett Square Borough has
been the largest single commuter origin,
followed by the Township itself, New Garden, and
North Central DE.

Table 3-18: Top 10 Locations Where Persons Employed at Primary Jobs in
the Township Reside/Commute From
LOCATIONS
TOTAL PRIMARY JOBS
IN THE TOWNSHIP

YEAR

2002 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
3,639 3,718 3,400 4,101 4,355 4,066 3,345

13.4% 10.5% 11.9% 10.8% 10.3%
KENNETT SQUARE BOROUGH
In looking at the generalized trend for all
7.1% 7.8% 7.2% 6.0% 6.2%
KENNETT TOWNSHIP
commuting patterns for primary jobs in the
4.4% 6.1% 5.9% 5.7% 4.8%
NEW GARDEN TOWNSHIP
Township in 2010 (Figure 3-8), the majority of
5.4% 5.9% 5.9% 5.5% 5.7%
NORTH CENTRAL, DE
primary jobholders come from west and
3.8% 3.6% 5.0% 4.0% 4.2%
EAST MARLBOROUGH TOWNSHIP
southwest of the Township, with the next biggest
2.1% 3.2% 2.0% 3.1% 2.9%
PHILADELPHIA
groups traveling from the northeast and east. In
2.8% 2.0% 3.4% 2.8% 2.0%
LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
2010, over two-thirds of individuals who work at
1.6% 1.8% 1.6% 1.7% 2.4%
E
AST NOTTINGHAM TOWNSHIP
primary jobs in the Township come from
2.8% 2.1% 1.9% 2.2% 1.9%
W
ILMINGTON, DE
locations within Chester and New Castle
1.8% 1.7% 1.3% 1.6% 1.8%
N
EWARK
AREA
,
DE
Counties. Overall, the vast majority (80 percent)
Source:
U.S.
Census
Bureau
Center
of
Economic Studies ‘OnTheMap’, 2010
of primary jobholders in the Township commute
less than 25 miles, with a little over half of those workers commuting less than 10 miles.
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5.5%
5.3%
3.2%
2.8%
2.5%
2.2%
2.0%
1.9%
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Daily work commuting patterns show a great deal
of travel into and out of the Township for primary
job employment. Overall, in 2010, there was a positive
workforce in-flow into the Township (meaning more
workers came into the Township for their primary jobs
than left). This indicates the Township is not simply a
‘bedroom community’ where people reside and travel
to other places for employment, but rather is also a
location of substantive primary jobs for the larger
regional work force.

Figure 3-8: Generalized Distribution of Commuter Origins of
Persons Employed at Primary Jobs in the Township, 2010

The majority of people who work in the Township are
not Township residents and likewise the majority of
Township residents commute elsewhere for work. In
2010, about 6 percent (197 persons) of persons
employed at jobs in the Township were also Township
residents, which is a decrease (number and share) from
past years.
Table 3-19 shows the top 10 specific destinations of Township residents for
their primary jobs. Wilmington has largely been the major single work
destination, followed by Township residents remaining in the Township
itself to work.
Looking at the trend for all commuting patterns for primary jobs held by Township residents in 2010
(Figure 3-9), the majority of employed Township residents travel southeast, with the next biggest group
travelling to the northeast. In 2010, two-thirds of employed Township residents worked at jobs within
Chester and New Castle Counties. Overall, the majority (76.5 percent) of employed Township residents
commute less than 25 miles, with over half of those workers commuting less than 10 miles away.
Figure 3-9: Generalized Distribution of
Township Residents Primary Job Destinations, 2010

Table 3-19: Top 10 Primary Job Work Destinations
of Employed Kennett Township Residents
LOCATIONS
TOTAL PRIMARY JOBS
IN THE TOWNSHIP

YEAR

2002 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
2,188 2,694 2,871 3,074 3,109 3,186 3,097

10.2% 12.9% 11.5% 9.6% 10.0%
WILMINGTON, DE
11.8% 10.8% 8.6% 8.0% 8.7%
KENNETT TOWNSHIP
2.7% 3.7% 4.1% 4.4% 3.5%
NORTHEAST NCC, DE
KENNETT SQUARE BOROUGH 7.5% 5.8% 4.9% 5.1% 4.6%
4.4% 3.7% 4.8% 4.4% 3.6%
PHILADELPHIA
NEW GARDEN TOWNSHIP
NORTHWEST NCC, DE
WEST GOSHEN TOWNSHIP
NEW CASTLE AREA, DE

NEWARK AREA, DE

4.9%
3.7%
3.2%
2.2%
2.7%

5.3%
5.1%
2.5%
2.2%
2.3%

6.5%
3.7%
2.8%
2.9%
2.6%

5.7%
2.9%
2.7%
3.8%
3.1%

4.4%
4.1%
2.9%
3.2%
3.1%

10.3%
8.3%
4.3%
4.1%
4.4%
5.0%
4.5%
2.4%
3.2%
3.7%

7.7%
6.4%
5.4%
5.3%
4.5%
4.1%
4.0%
3.3%
3.0%
2.8%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Center of Economic Studies ‘OnTheMap’, 2010
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Planning Implications
 Changing Character - During the 1980’s, growth pressure in New Castle County was greater than in
Kennett Region, However, in the 1990’s growth pressure increased significantly in Kennett Region,
which pushed some areas of the Region away from an agricultural character and toward a more
suburbanized character. Since 1990, population growth in the Township resulting from development
pressure on the Township has been greater than other municipalities in the Region, except New Garden.
In response to that population growth pressure, Kennett Township has worked to put in place
additional planning policies to help slow and redirect development to appropriate areas in the
Township. Those policies have helped to maintain a rural character in the Township.

 Growth Rate - The Township has experienced relatively high population growth over the past two

decades. This growth is likely to continue, but is expected to be slower for the foreseeable future than
it was in recent decades based on national economic trends. Total growth in the Township is
forecasted to be less than the growth during the past 30 years, and growth in the Township is expected
to be less than in East Marlborough and New Garden, but more than in Kennett Square, Pennsbury, and
in Chester County overall. Growth has implications for continued development pressure for housing
construction, municipal services and facilities, transportation facilities, and school facilities. Ensuring
that future growth occurs in a manner acceptable to the Township and having the least impact on its
resources should be a high planning priority.

 Race and Hispanic Origin of Population - Latino residents comprise about 10 percent of the Township
population, which is a greater proportion as compared to the County overall and median in the
Region. There is an increasing amount of ethnic diversity in the Township as well as in the Region,
which could have cultural communication, language, and service needs considerations.

 Age of Population - The Township contains a larger concentration of older residents and fewer

younger residents than the County overall. The difference is especially noticeable in young adults,
which recently comprise the smallest population group in the Township, having been surpassed in size
by the entering retirement age group. The Township’s older median population than in the County
overall and in most of the Region is partly due to the number of sizable retirement communities and
cost of housing. The increasing number of Township residents in the older age groups should be
considered in terms of their housing, services, and facility needs.

The general trend of an aging population in the Township, County, and most of the Region reflects the
nationwide trend resulting from the aging of the Baby Boom generation. Nationwide, and in the
Township, the median age and overall age composition is likely to continue going upward in the near
future as the Baby Boomer group advances into retirement.
In contrast to the Region, the population in Kennett Square has gotten younger, which may be due to
more affordable and diverse housing and transportation options in the Borough.

 Education and Income - The Township’s population can generally be characterized as well educated

and affluent. Unemployment and poverty rates are also low in the Township. The higher housing costs
in the Township and region (Chapter 8) may become an issue for current resident’s children and
younger families interested in living within the local area. The highly educated Township population
indicates a highly skilled work force.

 Industry of Township Working Population - The high percentage of Township residents employed in

managerial/scientific/professional services industry and education/health care services industry, both
of which provide highly skilled positions, is consistent with the higher education and income levels of
Township residents. Agricultural industries account for a much higher percentage of jobs for
Township residents than for County residents overall, which is consistent with the significant amount
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of agriculture, particularly the mushroom industry, located in the Township. Manufacturing remains
an important industry in Kennett Region as well as in the County overall.

 Occupation of Township Working Population - The largest percentage of Township residents, by far,
work in managerial, business, science, and arts professions. The high percentage of Township
residents who work in these professions is consistent with the higher educational levels and
household incomes and in the Township.

 Jobs in the Township - Seventy percent of the jobs located in the Township are in four industry

sectors. Agricultural and health care industry sectors provided the most jobs since 2005 and
professional/scientific/technical and the management of companies/enterprises industry sectors more
recently became prevalent in the Township, prior to which arts/entertainment/recreation,
accommodation/food services, retail trade, and utility industry sectors provided a larger share of jobs
found in the Township. This indicates that industries that have higher paying positions and require a
more highly skilled and educated workforce have increased in the Township. The workforce in the
Township still has a lower total overall education level as compared with Township residents.

Approximately one-quarter of the workforce in the Township are Hispanic/Latino, which is a larger
percentage than residing in the Township; this means that a notable number of Hispanic/Latino
workers commute into Kennett Township for their jobs.

 Job Commuting Patterns - Daily work commuting patterns show a great deal of movement into and

out of the Township for employment. The percentage of Township residents who work inside the
Township has decreased. Most Township working residents commute outside of the Township for
work, many in the direction of DE or towards the Route 202 Corridor. Most of the workers employed
at jobs within the Township are not Township residents, rather they commute into the Township for
jobs, many from the direction of residential areas around the Route 1 corridor, and West Chester and
Wilmington areas.
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