MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF KENNETT TOWNSHIP
801 Burrows Run Road
Chadds Ford, PA 19317
April 4, 2018
Hoffman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present:
Chairman, Scudder G. Stevens
Vice-Chair, Whitney S. Hoffman
Supervisor, Dr. Richard L. Leff
Township Manager, Lisa M. Moore

MINUTES
Hoffman made a motion to approve the minutes from February 17, 2018. Leff seconded the motion.
Motion carried unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS

Managers Report:
Lisa Moore presented the Managers report for the Month of March, 2018:
Community Based Land Stewardship:

Past:
Managing your Streambank Property:
Kennett Township along with Brandywine Red Clay Alliance held a program titled “Managing your
streamside property on Tuesday, March 6th in the Township meeting room. This presentation was very well
attended. For residents who have small tributaries or larger streams on or near their property and missed
the presentation, there is information and an overview of the presentation regarding best practices on
keeping streams and groundwater healthy on the Township website.

Upcoming:
Butterfly Garden Planting, Saturday, May 5, 2-5PM Barkingfield Park, 557 Bayard Rd, Kennett Township.
Come join with us to plant a butterfly garden in the park and learn about what plants attract and nurture our
native butterflies, hummingbirds, and other pollinators! We will also be leading walks in the park to teach
identification of invasive plants and strategies for their removal and suppression.
“Land Stewardship and Sense of Place—Habitat and Aesthetics in the Chester County Landscape” ,
Wednesday, May 23, 7pm. Kennett Public Meeting Room, 801 Burrows Run Road. Tom Brightman,
Longwood Gardens Land Stewardship Manager, will share his expertise on meadow and woodland design,
development, and maintenance for homeowners. Come learn how to enhance the natural beauty of your
property while maintaining the Chester County local aesthetic that makes Kennett Township special!
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“What’s Buzzin’ in Your Garden? - Creating pollinator friendly landscapes “, Monday, July 16, 7pm.
Kennett Public Meeting Room, 801 Burrows Run Road. Connie Smotzer, Penn State Extension, Coordinator
for the Statewide Pollinator Friendly Garden Certification Program, will explain how to create beautiful home
landscapes that also support our important pollinators including native bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds.
“Managing Your Woodlands”, Wednesday, June 27, Kennett Public Meeting Room, 801 Burrows Run Road,
John Nissen, Chester County Forester, will present a management and stewardship overview for those with
woodland properties.
If you are interested in volunteering to be part of the CBLS team to help with demonstration projects, learn
about ecological landscaping, and spread your knowledge through the Township contact
Kathryn.Freilich@kennett.pa.us.
Sidewalk Project:
The sidewalk project is almost complete. We are waiting for the approval and installation of the ADA ramps.
ZHB:
There is a Zoning Hearing Board meeting scheduled for April 19th at 7pm in the Township meeting room. The board
will be hearing case 492, applicant Enrico Avello, 554 Creek Road proposed to convert an existing non-conforming
building into a residential multi-family dwelling. Zoning Hearing Board case No. 493 will also be heard the same
evening.
County Ordinance Review:
The Township is working with the Chester County Planning Commission on a comprehensive review of Township
Ordinances paid for by a Vision Partnership Grant. Work will be done during the planning Commissions monthly
work sessions which are now the first Tuesday of every month at 7pm in the Townships public meeting room.
Historical Commission Program:

The Kennett Township Historical Commission has announced it's annual program: “THAT’S A FINE
HORSE, I THINK I’LL TAKE HIM”- How local Quakers suffered because of their religious beliefs during the
Revolutionary War- with guest speaker Chris Densmore. The program will be held on Tuesday, May
22nd at 7pm in the Kennett Township, Public Meeting Room.
Chandler Mill Bridge update:
The executed contracts were received from the state for the funding to complete the work on the bridge rehab. We
are awaiting direction from the state on how to proceed with combining grant monies. Once we get the okay, we will
proceed with the bid packages.
5 Points Intersection:
We are awaiting grant opportunities before moving forward with any portion of the 5-points intersection Round a
bout. A PennDOT grant round will be opening in July and we plan to apply for that grant for approximately $2.8m.
Economic Development:
Lisa Moore reported that the Board of Supervisors will meet jointly with Kennett Borough Council on April 30th at
6pm in the Township Public Meeting room to continue to review the joint Economic Development progress, the
public is welcome to attend.
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Landscapes 3 Public Meeting
I am part of the Steering Committee for the Chester County Planning Commission Landscapes 3. Our next public
meeting to receive input is on April 10th at New Garden Township Building from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.
Office Hours:
Office Hours Kennett has one more session in its winter series, on April 19th titled “Quick Question” and will provide
an open panel forum for attendees to quiz presenters on related topics and timely information. Registration is highly
recommended by visiting the OfficeHoursKennett.com website.
Indoor Agriculture:
The feasibility study for the Indoor Ag program should be completed soon and will be presented to the BOS at a
public meeting on June 6, 2018.
Sewer Basin Inspections:
Homeowners and HOA’s that have Basins on their property will soon be receiving a letter in the mail from the
Township with a baseline inspection report of their basins. Basin owners are required to fix any deficiencies listed
in the report and have their basins inspected by a certified engineer every two years.
The Pines/Fussell House:
Stabilization work has begun at the Pines/Fussell house. We are working on stabilizing the foundation, replacing
windows and doors, adding HVAC, replacing roof and stucco in an effort to stop the building from detereorating any
further until a use can be found for the building.
Spring Clean Up:
Kennett Townships Spring Cleanup was rescheduled due to snow on the ground and will now be held on Sunday,
April 15th from 8am-12noon. This event is in coordination with the Red Clay Valley Clean up event. If you (or your
group) wish to volunteer, please contact Roger Lysle at 484-221-0897 to receive supplies such as gloves, bags, safety
vests as well as directions on where to report. If you have a specific area, please advise at the time of your call/sign
up. Kennett Township roadcrew will be picking up the filled bags that Saturday and again on Monday.
Please spread the word! Help keep Kennett Township and our waterways clean!

Discussion:
Gene Pisasale asked what the reasoning is for a roundabout at the 5 Points intersection. Pisasale asked for
clarification on the grant and if it would cover the entire cost. Moore responded that the grant is just now being
applied for and if granted in full, about 20% of the approximate 2.1 million would need to be covered by the
Township.
Denise Waters asked who removes snow from sidewalks. Lisa Moore responded that the property owner is
responsible for snow removal on the sidewalks on their property.
Chris Burkett commented on the Sidewalk installation on Rosedale and suggests adding guiderail at the creek.
Lysle acknowledged the request.
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Chris Burkett asked regarding the The Pines/Fussell house and if the work was put out to bid. Moore responded
that the work is considered maintenance and did not need to go out to bid for prevailing wage but was bid by the
Townships architect and awarded to the lowest bidder.

Chief of Police Report:
Chief Lydell Nolt presented the Chief of Police Report for the month of February, 2018 (presenting late due to meetings canceled in
March due to snow):

The Kennett Township Police Department in conjunction with the Pennsylvania State Police provided police
services to 445 police incidents in the municipality of Kennett during the month of February 2018. State Police
Avondale Barracks provided police service to 22 of those incidents.
The department is pleased to announce our burglary incidents totals continue to decrease in the township. We
contribute this decline to proactive patrol activity. The high visibly of patrol officers help to deter those criminals
who are traveling around the area looking to commit crimes of opportunity.
The department is reporting two opiate related overdoses incident in February 2018. These incidents continue to
increase throughout the area. The department encourages the public to educate themselves on the current opiate
crisis. Education will provide valued information on the prevention, detection, symptoms and serious dangers
associated with the opiate addiction issue.
The department is announcing that our efforts to become an accredited law enforcement agency are moving
forward. We are currently setting up our compliance check programs, which will ensure that our operations will
comply with the accreditation requirements. I will continue to provide updates on this process.
The department provided professional devolvement training for the following officer in February 2018. Detective
Wenrich completed a criminal investigator devolvement training hosted by the FBI. The training was designed to
have local investigator’s conduct investigations in a similar manner as federal law enforcement. This will ensure
local, state and federal agencies can conduct joint investigations with similar methodology.
The department participated in community policing events at Greenwood Elementary School, Church of the
Advent and La Communidad Hispana.
Discussion:
Leff asked if this is the first use of NARCAN for the Police Department. Nolt responded yes but EMS has used
it many times. Discussions regarding NARCAN continued.
Mike Elling asked what the accreditation is, how much it costs and how it will benefit the Township.
Nolt provide information on the requirements of accreditation noting decreased liability for the Township. Nolt
noted there is a $3000 initial cost and maintenance of $1500 along with associated costs that go along with the
program like training, compliance checks etc.
Ted Moxon asked for quantification on the trend of decrease of burglaries in the Township in the last five years.
Nolt responded noting that he did not have all of the data in front of him but will follow up with specific numbers.
Phyllis Recca commented with data that Nolt gave to her previously.
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Meredith Jones asked if an OD is registered as crime or incident. Nolt responded that they are considered
incidents unless there is judge activity. Jones asked why police are called for Over Dose calls and not just EMS.
Nolt responded that it is a dual dispatch and discussed rational.
Shawn Heller asked for clarification of what an incident is. Nolt responded with examples of what is considered
an incident noting that some of self-initiated by the officers but all incidents are reportable.
Maria Heller asked if there are statistics and tracking within the police department. Nolt responded yes and these
statistics are available on the Township website and offered anyone who wants further details are welcome to
contact his office.
Jeanie Boyle asked what the hours of the Police department are. Nolt responded that currently and as of recently,
the hours are 24/7. Mike Elling asked if there was a requirement to go 24/7. Nolt responded there was not a
specific comment.

Life Safe Award Presentation for Corporal Call:
Chief Nolt presented Corporal Jeffrey Call with a Life Safe award with the following statement:

On morning of April 3, 2018 at 4:27 am, Corporal Jeffrey Call responded to the unit block of New Granite
Way, Kennett Township for a report for an unresponsive person.
Corporal Call upon his arrival took immediate investigative action to determine that the 29 year old female
subject, was unresponsive and not breathing. It was determined that the subject was suffering from an opiate
related drug overdose. Corporal Call immediately administered Naxolone Drug (commonly known as Narcan)
which reversed the deadly effect of the opiate overdose. The individual, absent the effect of the opiate overdose
was revived, began breathing, ultimately saving her life.
This immediate lifesaving action which took place within 5 minutes of the 911 call without a doubt provided this
individual a second chance life.
On behalf of this community and the Kennett Township Police Department, it is my honor to present this
Lifesaving award to Corporal Call.
Discussion:
Stevens thanked Corporal Call for his work on behalf of the Township.
Mike Elling asked if there was a requirement to go to 24/7 police coverage. Nolt responded no, there was no
requirement however his job is to provide the best police service to the Township and he takes that responsibility
seriously.

Roadwork Report:
Roger Lysle presented the Roadwork report for the Month of February, 2018 (presenting late due to meetings canceled in March due
to snow):

Yard waste pile was ground by Weaver Mulch, it took four days to grind and haul away.
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Stream clean out project on Rosedale road was completed. Guardian Environmental services was the
contractor, we had a small window to complete the job due to the permit restriction. All went well and working
fine.
Pot holes are being fixed as they appear.
Spring cleanup is was set for 3/24/18, it is now scheduled for 4/15from 8am-noon. Supplies can be picked up at
the Township Office or Maintenance garage ahead of time (Bags, Gloves, safety vests). We are working with
the Red Clay Valley Clean Up. Bags can be left along the side of Roadways and the Township crew will pick
them up. Roads will be checked again for bags on Monday morning 4/16/18.
We had three storms that caused many trees to come down taking out power. Crews were very busy keeping
roads open and cleaning up. Many residents were without power along with Township. Many pump stations
and traffic signals ran for days making for constant attention. Crews have been chipping trees for weeks to
catch up.
A water line extension on W. Hillendale Road and South Union Street is underway for a couple weeks.
Temporary detours are posted from 9am-3pm while work is being done.
Bids were opened for material for 2018 through the co-op and will be awarded soon. Our co-op is out to bid
now for our summer paving and sealing program. Bids are set to be opened on 3/27/18. They will be reviewed
and then recommended to the Township for awarding.
Our spring Sweeping is set up to start on April 2, 2018. All subdivisions will be swept to remove loose cinders
that were put down during the winter.
Crack sealing is set up to be done on all roads that get surface treated this summer. This will be done by the
Township road crew with our new rubberized crack filling machine owned by the co-op.
Trees were removed at E. Hillendale & Mccomb lane for site distance. The bank is being worked on now to
widen. Cost was shared with the HOA of Greenwood Hills.
Lysle thanked the Police Department for their support of the Road Crew and for all they do to keep them safe.
Discussion:
Denise Waters asked if there are plans to add more stones or ground up pavement to Barkingfield park, parking
area. Lyle responded that the drive will have additional stone added to it noting the parking area is pervious.
Lysle reported that one side of the dog park will be closed for reseeding in the near future, the small side will be
kept open.
John Haedrich asked if State roads are encouraged for the clean up as well. Lysle responded yes, all roads in
the Township are included in the clean up. Haedrich noted that whoever is doing the clean up along Route one
is doing a great job.
Stevens thanked the Road Crew for keeping the residents safe during the winter storms.
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Economic Development Director
Nate Echeverria, joint Economic Development director for the Township and Borough presented his monthly
report for March and April:
March 2018:
Outreach
 Met with representatives of area non-profits and relevant stakeholders to discuss my position, future
plans and top priorities generated from the February Joint Economic Development Committee meeting.
These stakeholders include – LCH, Longwood Rotary, KACS, Kennett Area Senior Center, Constellation
Network, Longwood Gardens and others.
 Met with property owners/developers within the redevelopment areas of Millers Hill and Ways Lane as
indicated in the Economic Development Study. Communicating existing plans and next steps regarding
future planning efforts and infrastructure investment.
 Met with developer of large potential redevelopment parcel in BP District to review process and next
steps for submittal.
 Met with Birch Street property owners and developers to assist with redevelopment.
 Meeting with representatives of the NVF site to discuss plans and next steps. Reviewed past efforts to
develop NVF site- such as previous working group and taskforce.
 Met with Chester County Planning Commission representatives, KT Planning Commission
representatives and the Zoning Officer to discuss upcoming Zoning Amendments RFP work and future
regulatory and ordinance work in Borough and Township.
Process and Regulatory
 Issued RFP for Zoning Amendments. Anticipate selecting a consultant by end of March 2018. Beginning
work in early May 2018. Estimated completion in May 2019.
 Working with Borough and Township staff on process improvements and creation of visual
guides/checklists to help inform applicants through development process.
Top Priorities
 Working with KACS and others to explore the creation of an Affordable/Workforce Housing Taskforce.
This taskforce, if formed, would include representatives from the County and function similarly to a
recent effort in Phoenixville.
 Meeting with several developers and municipal staff to discuss Affordable/Workforce Housing options,
best practices and potential proposals.
 Deepening integration between Township and Borough regarding infrastructure and active
transportation investments through the creation of a Borough/Township Active Transportation Working
Group.
April 2018:
Consultants and Policy Updates
 Concluded the Request for Proposal process for the Economic Development Zoning Amendments. The
firm Looney, Ricks, Kiss (LRK) was selected and work will begin in early May. We are working with
the consultant and county on final contracts, schedules, etc. The project will kick-off with a multiple-day
Public Charrette and include a series of taskforce meetings and public meetings. We anticipate 12
months to completion.
 Began taskforce meetings with County-led Zoning Amendments specifically in the Township. This
amendment process is anticipated to take 20-24 months to completion.
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Working with Active Transportation Plan consultants regarding final plan roll-out and coordination with
both Township and Borough staff. Coordinating next steps regarding implementation.

Economic Development Priority Areas and Top Priorities
 Working with owner of 417 E. State Street to explore various development scenarios and possibilities.
Awaiting formation of Borough Municipal Relations Committee to discuss with larger group.
 Reviewing several project proposals in the Millers Hill/Ways Lane Economic Development Priority
Area. Discussing potential zoning amendments to help facilitate project implementation.
 Beginning implementation discussions and next steps regarding NVF site redevelopment and potential
adaptive re-use overlay zone for Birch Street.
 Working with Township Sustainability and Grants Coordinator to create a grant identification plan and
grant strategy to help facilitate growth in key redevelopment areas.
Outreach
 Attended the DVRPC Breaking New Grounds conference and the PennDOT Connects community
outreach meeting. I will also be representing the Township at an Indoor Agriculture event in Las Vegas.
 Meeting with property owners in the Economic Development Priority Areas to help facilitate projects
and discuss future plans.
 Met with representatives from the County Department of Community Development, County Housing
Authority and County Planning Commission to discuss options, plans and ideas around the idea of
affordable/workforce housing. I will also be attending the KACS-led Housing for All workshop in midApril.
Discussion:
Chris Burkett asked at what extent is infrastructure being looked at. Echeverria responded yes, it is part of the
process.
Mike Elling asked what Echeverrias salary is, is it being split with the Borough and if Echeverria was a contract
employee. Moore responded that Echeverrias salary is $85,000 per year plus benefits and is a full time
employee of Historic Kennett Square.

Fire Company Report:
Bruce Mitchell representing Kennett Fire Company, presented the Fire Company report for the Month of February, 2018:

23 Fire Calls, 11 of which were in Kennett Township
75 EMS Calls, 27 of which were in Kennett Township
Discussion:
Stevens and Chris Burkett asked Mitchell to comment on response time scenarios. Mitchell and AJ McCarthy responded.
Phyllis Recca commented on the response time scenario questions noting that they were irrelevant and commented on the
costs of the fire departments verses the police department. Lisa Moore responded noting that the fire companies budgets
are more than the police department and the fire companies run with volunteer fire fighters and paid EMS staff.
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NEW BUSINESS

Pay Bills
Hoffman made a motion to pay the bills for the month per the bill vouchers. Leff seconded the motion.
Motion carried unanimously.

Swearing in of Part Time Officer
Chief Nolt introduced Kevin James Urbany to the Township as a new Part Time Police Officer. Nolt reviewed
Urbany’s qualifications. Nolt introduced The Honorable Albert Michael Iacocca who swore Urbany in as a Police
Officer for Kennett Township.

Removal of Officers from New Hire Probation
Chief Nolt asked the Board of Supervisors for a motion to remove officers Cramer and Juarez from their
probationary status of employment noting their positive contributions to the Police Department.
Hoffman made a motion to remove Officers Cramer and Juarez from their probationary status. Motion
seconded by Leff.
Motion carried unanimously.

Discussion:
Meredith Jones asked how many officers the Township has. Nolt responded 7 full time and 2 part time.

Open Space Real Estate Acquisition Loan Ordinance and Resolution
Moore introduced proposed Ordinance 274 and proposed Resolution 2018-12 to open a line of credit of 7 million
dollars for the purpose of purchasing Open Space in the Township. Moore noted that these funds would support
the previously approved purchase of 3.25million dollar, 103 acres of open space property that would be open to
the public. Moore noted that spending balance of the line of credit would require additional approvals by the
Board of Supervisors at a public meeting.
Leff made a motion to adopt Ordinance 274 and Resolution 2018-12. Hoffman seconded the motion.
Discussion:
Leff asked what the interest rate on the loan was. Moore responded the interest rate is 4.04%. Leff and Moore
discussed the rate and noted that other banks were higher.
Leff commented confirming that the loan should be paid off in about 5 years with the open space tax funds.
Phyllis Recca noted that she has a serious problem with the open space purchase that will put the Township in
debt and pay $344,742k in interest money and that money could be used to pay for police. Moore responded that
the money that the Township receives for open space cannot be used for police or any other Township expenses.
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Meredith Jones commented on the open space tax and what the money has been used for. Moore commented that
just in the last few years, over 3 million in open space has been acquired including Barkingfield Park and Lord
Howe.
Nancy Hewes commented confirming that Transfer of Development rights that are currently banked that can be
sold to a developer for higher density building in other areas designated by the Township.
Moore commented that the Township will apply for grants that could help cover part of the purchase of the open
space.
Gene Pisasale asked what the compelling reason to take on millions in debt and interest payments to purchase
additional open space. Stevens commented because it is available now and not available in the future and that
Kennett Township has a commitment to purchase open space with a goal of 30%. Pisasale commented that this
is not a compelling reason and the discussion continued.
Mike Elling commented that this land will be conserved and will not have homes built on it.
Discussions regarding the location of the property ensued with Stevens explaining that the Township can not
disclose the location because negotiations are ongoing.
Kate DuPont of the LCAC commented that this parcel is significant and the purchase is in line with the Townships
open space goal. DuPont commented on how purchasing open space lowers the tax burden of residents of the
Township compared to development.
Ted Moxon asked why this is an outright purchase and not a conservation easement. Stevens commented that
this purchases requires a purchase. Moxon asked if the Township tried to get an easement first, Stevens and
Moore responded yes.
Denise Waters commented that she believes that the Township has purchased open space that should not have
been purchased.
Hoffman commented noting that the Township has an ongoing study on what the purpose is and how open space
is used.
Monique Giroux commented that she is glad that there is a plan in place to conserve open space and keep the area
as beautiful as it is.
Dave Shoemaker commented regarding high density housing and what the requirements of high density housing
are and how is it being managed. Stevens responded that there are requirements that the Township allows certain
zoning. It was noted that spot zoning is illegal so the Township cannot just say no to developers just because they
do not want it. Moore noted that they Township can work on rezoning areas, but that would have negative effects
to property values for some properties and that the Township is required to provide a certain amount of high
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density and low income housing. It was discussed that owners of property have certain rights to development and
this is the reason the Township is interested in purchasing open space to keep land from development.
Sandy Gerone commented that she appreciates the open space and hopes the community can come together to
keep it that way and asked if there is a requirement for affordable housing in the Township. Moore responded
yes, there is a requirement for low income and affordable housing in the Township and the Township is always
working to identify and define affordable housing.
Jeff Yetter commented that that the Township tried to purchase both properties at five points for many years and
were out bid by developers noting that the Township cannot pay more than appraised value. Yetter commented
that for every $1 that is spent for development, $1.15-$1.20 is spent for services, for open space, every dollar you
have, you pay .06¢ for taxes which is very low. Yetter noted that in East Bradford, they have over half of their
Township conserved, they did this by taking out a bond and purchasing property when it came available.
Jeff Yetter commented that the property that the Township is the process of purchasing now is an estate sale, the
owner was a conservationist and preferred it to go to the Township but there are 110 heirs to the property and the
trustees need to sell the property now, it won’t be available if the Township waits a couple years.
Kate DuPont commented on the qualifications of purchasing property noting that most of the open space
purchases receive money from the County and State which have requirements and strict criteria that need to be
met.
Abbie Kessler commented that of the over 700 acres that the Land Conservancy worked with the Township to
fund, over 42% of the funding came from the Township which is an efficient use of the open space funds.
A member of the audience questioned what the terms of the loan were, what the pay schedule was and if early
payment is allowed. Moore responded that there is two payments for interest this year, next year would be one
payment with interest and one with principal. It was noted that the interest rate is fixed and it can be paid back
early.
Ted Moxon asked if there are discussions for the purchases of any other properties. Moore replied yes but they
are not at the point that the funds are needed at this point.
Gene Pisasale asked if the Board of Supervisors have considered if they will need to raise the percentage of the
open space tax in the future. Stevens and Moore responded that the Open Space tax is a millage rate and was
voted on by the residents and cannot be increased by the Board of Supervisors.
Gene Pisasale asked if the line of credit can be increased without public opinion. Stevens responded no, it would
need to be discussed during a public meeting.
Kevin Jornlin commented that he believes the sensitivity to the open space purchases is in correlation with the
increase of the Townships real estate tax of over 470% for emergency services and asked if there is a cap for
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borrowing. Stevens replied no, there is not a limit or number set and if a property comes available that would be
a benefit to the Township, it will be dealt with at that time.
Chris Burkett commented on the costs of grants and can the costs of grants be paid for with grant money itself or
does the Township has to pay for it. Moore responded that the grant money cannot be used. Burkett asked if the
Township knows what the cost of each grant is, Moore responded that an analogy has not been done.
John Haedrich asked if the comment have another opportunity to comment on the purchase of the 103 acre land.
Stevens commented that a public meeting on the purchase of the 103 acres has already been held.
Discussions regarding receiving grant money for the purchase of the property ensued.
Lisa Moore commented that there is still about $500k in the open space fund, TDR’s would be banked from the
property and that grant funding is expected to be received for this property.
Gene Pisasale asked how the Townships open space purchases to date compare to other Townships in the county.
Jeff Yetter responded that the Township currently has 19.3%, the 103 acre purchase would put the Township at
20% conserved and the county average is 27% noting that the Township is behind the trend.
Phyllis Recca commented that over the last 10 years, the Township has been able to have an open space plan
without borrowing money.
Meredith Jones commented that the Bank commented that a bank would not give the Township a line of credit if
they did not think it could be paid back nor would they increase the amount of the line of credit if the Township
could not pay it back.
Stevens commented that the Township looked at Bonds and it was far cheaper to borrow through the bank.
Pat Muller commented that timing of when properties become available is important as much as people like open
space, they want to do good to their heirs.
Steve Kuter commented that if the Township did not get the line of credit, the Township would be limited on
what it can purchase any large tracts of land that would become available would likely be purchased by
developers.
Mike Majeski commented that he is not in favor of the Township being in the real estate business and not in favor
of open space. Majeski commented on the good job the Planning Commission has done in managing
development.
Albert Manwaring commented that if you don’t buy the land when it is available, it will be lost to developers.
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Cathy Burkett asked about how many TDR’s would be available. Moore commented that it is about 1 per building
lot, so about 25.
Bob Waters commented that he does not think any property should be purchased unless the property is identified
to the public.
Kate DuPont commented that taking a loan out happens all over, there is precedent.
Nancy Hewes asked if there is a time period that a decision will be made and when we will know when the grant
will be awarded. Lis Moore replied that settlement would be in May. Moore noted that the grant would be applied
for and received in 2019.
Leff commented that the Supervisors would had preferred not to go into debt, had thought of a number options a
feel that this is the best option available at this time.
Lisa Moore commented that this has been done in the Township previously, the Township took out about 5 million
loan for a couple properties and at that time, there was no open space tax to repay it.
Bob Waters commented that he believes this item should be tabled until a tax discussion can take place.
Bob Waters asked if the Supervisors would agree to put a stipulation in the agreement of sale that the property
location be announced at a public meeting noting that he wants to know where the location is and that the public
may not be agreeable to the purchase depending on the location.
Kate DuPont commented that when the Township took a 5 million dollar loan, was a public forum used to discuss
it. Mike Elling commented from the audience, no, it was not discussed with anyone except the supervisors.
DuPont thanked the Supervisors for discussion this acquisition publicly where everyone has a chance to voice
their opinion.
Chris Burkett commented that when previous loans were taken out, there was not a police force nor was a tax
increase made just before.
Motion passes unanimously.

Mary Beth Oberg-Environmental Advisory Committee appointment
Moore advised the Supervisors that Mary Beth Oberg, a Township resident has volunteered to serve on the
Environmental Advisory Committee. Moore noted that Oberg has met sat in on a couple meetings of the EAC
already. Moore asked that the Board of Supervisors consider appointing Mary Beth Oberg to the Environmental
Advisory committee.
Hoffman made a motion to appoint Mary Beth Oberg to the Environmental Advisory Committee.
Seconded by Leff.
Motion passes unanimously.
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Hunter Tower-Zoning Hearing Board appointment
Moore introduced Hunter Tower, a Township resident who has volunteered to serve on the Zoning Hearing Board.
Moore noted that Tower has met with the Zoning Hearing Board Chair to review the responsibilities of the Board.
Moore asked that the Board of Supervisors consider Hunter Tower for the vacancy on the Zoning Hearing Board.
Leff made a motion to appoint Hunter Tower to the Zoning Hearing Board. Seconded by Hoffman.
Motion passes unanimously.

Road Maintenance Material Bid Awarding
Roger Lysle presented an overview of the Southern Chester County Municipal Cooperative and read off the list
of bids for road maintenance materials:
Alpha Space controls Company, Inc.-Line Painting-Total Contract: $25,314.38
New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co.;d/b/a Martin Limestone-Stone-Total Contract: $38,013.00
Allan Myers d/b/a Independence Construction-Total Contract: $16,849.00
AMS-Road Oil-Total Contract: $35,000.00
Hoffman made a motion to approve the Municipal Co-op Bids as presented. Leff seconded the motion.
Discussion:
It was discussed that the numbers for this year are similar to last year.
Motion carried unanimously.

Pat’s Pizza Sewer Planning Module Resolution
Lisa Moore introduced proposed Resolution 2018-10, approving a grinder station, part of the sewer planning
module for the Pat’s Pizza land development location.
Leff made a motion to adopt Resolution 2018-10. Seconded by Hoffman.
Motion passes unanimously.

Official Map Amendment Ordinance
Lisa Moore introduced proposed Ordinance No. 273 which would amend the Township Official Map with updates
to Township owned property. The updated map was reviewed and recommended for approval by the Planning
Commission.
Hoffman made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 273. Seconded by Leff.
Motion passes unanimously.

DCNR Grant-Lord Howe Open Space Purchase Resolution
Lisa Moore introduced proposed Resolution 2018-13 which authorizing the application of a grant for partial
reimbursement of the Lord Howe property.
Hoffman made a motion to adopt Resolution 2018-13. Seconded by Leff.
Motion passes unanimously.
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Authorization to advertise ordinance for right of way vacation
Lisa Moore asked the Supervisors to authorize the advertisement of proposed Ordinance no. 275 which would, if
approved, would vacate a 12 foot wide, 400 foot long Right of Way at Hazel Ave to Walnut Street.
Hoffman made a motion to authorize the advertisement of proposed Ordinance 275. Seconded by Leff.
Discussion:
Leff asked if there would be any preserved rights for an easement. Moore responded no.
Leff asked if there is any value to the Township. Moore responded no.
Mike Elling asked if this impedes the development of the apartment complex. Moore responded no.
John Haedrich asked if this strip runs along the Borough. Moore responded yes.
John Haedrich asked if the other easement for water/sewer would stay. Moore responded yes.
Motion passes unanimously.

Multimodal Transportation Grant Resolution
Lisa Moore introduced proposed Resolution 2018-9 which if adopted would permit the Township jointly with the
Borough to apply for a 2.9 million dollar grant. This grant would allow the Township to install a sidewalk from
Baltimore pike and McFarlan to Walmart and the Borough would be working on improvements to Birch street
and improving some sidewalks and pedestrian facilities. If awarded, 30% of the cost would need to be split and
paid by the Township and Borough.
Hoffman made a motion to adopt Resolution 2018-9. Seconded by Leff.
Discussion:
Leff asked how much the Township would be responsible for. Moore responded about $300k.
Leff asked which side the sidewalk would be installed. Lisa Moore responded on the Kennett Medical side and
a crosswalk would been to be installed. It was discussed that the intersection is on schedule to be updated if the
Royal Farms goes in.
Meredith Jones asked if the sidewalk would still go forward if someone decides that the intersection could not be
built. Moore responded it could, alternate locations could be provided.
Motion passes unanimously.

Gun Safety Resolution
Stevens asked Anton Andrew to introduce proposed Resolution 2018-11 which if signed, would urge State and
Federal Lawmakers to enact stronger protections against gun violence.
Leff made a motion to adopt Resolution 2018-11. Seconded by Hoffman.
Discussion:
Leff commented on the lack of studying of gun violence in the United States and feels this resolution is valuable.
Hoffman commented that gun safety is an important issue.
Ted Moxon suggested that the Supervisors sign the resolution not on the behalf of residents.
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Ted Moxon asked how many cases of gun violence there has been in the Township. Nolt responded that he did
not have the statistics in front of him but there are cases in the Township and will follow up with Moxon.
John Haedrich commented that because of the sensitivity of the topic, he feels it should be best to table the
resolution for future consideration to give the public additional time to review it. Leff responded that this is a
resolution and not legislation.
Motion passes unanimously.

SUBDIVISIONS
Yasgur Escrow Release #1
Lisa Moore presented Escrow Release #1 in the amount of $16,190.00 for the Yasgur application with a remaining
balance of $24,279.00 which have been reviewed and approved by Township engineer.
Leff made a motion to approve Escrow release #1 in the amount of $16,190.00 for the Yasgur application. Hoffman seconded
the motion.
Motion carried unanimously.

Hnos Lara Escrow Release #2
Lisa Moore presented Escrow Release #2 in the amount of $86,755.00 for the Yasgur application with a remaining
balance of $103,624.30 which have been reviewed and approved by Township engineer.
Leff made a motion to approve Escrow release #1 in the amount of $86,755.00 for the Yasgur application. Hoffman seconded
the motion.
Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Lisa Moore, Chief Nolt read following prepared statements which was distributed to the audience along with
supporting documentation:

Thank you all for coming this evening. I would like to provide an overview of the facts concerning
the tax increase for emergency services funding for the police department and fire companies
prior to the Board taking questions. Since I have been responsible for implementing all of the
Township initiatives over the last 21 years as directed by the various Boards of Supervisors I
believe I can provide valuable background information.
It is important to note that Kennett Township Real Estate Tax rates of .4 mils have not been
raised in over 50 years and in 2011 this tax was decreased from .4 mils to .2 mils.
 The Township does receive a .5% Earned Income Tax, which was enacted by the Kennett
Consolidated School District in 1998 at a rate of 1%. At that time the Township had the
option of receiving .5% of the tax or allowing the school district to retain the entire 1%.
The Board of Supervisors chose to receive .5% of the tax.
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 The Township receives approximately $2m from the earned income tax, which assists in
funding the general fund budget of approximately $3.5m.
 In addition to the .5% earned income tax, the residents, by referendum, enacted a tax to
support the Kennett Library of .2 mils in 1995 and a .25% open space tax on earned income
in 2005. (The open space tax must be used for the purchase of open space and a portion
can be used for maintenance and improvement of open space). At the same time a .2mil
open space tax was placed on real estate assessments for all residents.
 In 2009, this millage was rescinded but the .25% open space tax on earned income
remained in effect.
First, I want to explain what Emergency Services (EMS) include and how they are funded. EMS
includes Fire, Ambulance and Police for the entire community. The Board of Supervisors is
charged with the duty to provide public safety to protect all residents of the community. In order
to do that they must provide funding the two (2) fire and ambulance departments that service the
Township in addition to the Police Department. If the Township did not support the fire and
ambulance departments they would not be able to serve our community. In addition to the
Township funding a portion of the fire and ambulance department costs they still need to
fundraise and find other sources of income. Even though they are “Volunteer” departments it
costs approximately $3m to run two (2) fire and ambulance departments on an annual basis.
Kennett Township only funds 17% of their annual expenses.
In regards to the Police Department our cost for 2018 is approximately $1.1m.
To the right is the time frame for
the establishment of the Kennett
Township Police Department:

Year
2007
2008
2009
2010

Officers
Full-time

Part-time

2011

1

2012

2

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

2
2
4
6
7
8

Notes

Budget
$210K
$189K
$193K
$194K

Department was established

1
1
1
1

the Township contracted additional police
service from another police agency
providing extra coverage for this year
the Township continued with additional
contracted police service for this year.

1
1
2
2
2
2

$325K
$375K
$298K
$297K
$531K
$760K
$923K
$1,100K

While the Township is also covered by State Police, unfortunately, they are understaffed and
underfunded and cannot adequately provide police coverage to municipalities. In addition, the
State Police do not enforce local ordinances such as noise, nuisance, speeding or other issues
that our Police Department does enforce on a regular basis for the protection of our residents.
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Our officers provide quick response times to our residents, which could not be provided by State
Police This is the main reason the Board of Supervisors chose to establish a Police Department
in 2007.
Our police officers are responsible to provide coverage to the local schools and are also very
involved on a weekly basis with local school student activities.
Governor Wolf has proposed a bill, which would require all municipalities without a police
department to pay a per capita fee of $25 (total of $241k) for State Police coverage, which in our
case would not improve response time or enforcement of local ordinances. This also, will not
provide any local input or control over the public safety needs and requirements of the township
or this region.
In addition to the police department expenses, the Township is required to support a portion of
both the operating and capital costs of two (2) fire and ambulance departments; Kennett and
Longwood Fire Companies. Over the last ten (10) years, the Township has contributed
approximately $7 million in total to both departments.
In 2017, Kennett Township and five (5) other municipalities formed an emergency services
commission to provide fair share funding to three (3) fire and ambulance departments including
Kennett, Po-Marlin and Longwood Fire departments. As a result of this agreement, the
Township will provide approximately $500k to the fire departments in 2018 per the fair share
formula.
In 2017, the Board of Supervisors discussed how they would fund the emergency services
expenses of $1.5 million at their November and December public meetings. In addition, at their
January 2nd Public Meeting the Board voted to raise the real estate taxes an additional 1.9mils
dedicated to the emergency services fund to support the police and fire expenses. On January
10th, a post card was mailed to all residents informing them of the tax increase.
In summary, The Board of Supervisors is responsible and charged with the duty to protect the
safety and welfare of all residents. In light of that, they were challenged with the difficult decision
whether or not to maintain a full-time police department, which would require a tax increase, or
to abolish the police department and only use State Police protection. The Board decided that the
best decision for the optimum protection of residents of the entire community and surrounding
areas was to maintain a full-time police department. To do so, a tax had to be enacted. I and the
Board understand this is a large increase compared to the taxes residents were previously paying;
however, it was necessary in order to fund the desired level of Emergency Services. I have
attached a tax comparison of all municipalities in Chester County so you can see we are properly
in line with other municipalities similar to Kennett Township with a police department.
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The following statement was read by Chief Nolt:
Good evening everyone, the Township Manager covered the details of the township’s public
safety obligations from broad perspective. It is important to understand the fine details of these
obligations and how they become the responsibility of each municipality. The Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania provides local government with the right govern on all public affairs, these
governing rights are times assisted in part by state of federal government. However, the sole
responsibility falls directly on local government. The safety and welfare obligations are the
largest responsibilities that the local government is tasked with. Understanding the
responsibility will provide a clearer picture to how the township is handling its public safety
obligations.
The demands for public safety requests have been steadily increasing in Kennett Township. The
911 calls statics below show a steady increase in the last three years. Please note, the Fire and
EMS Service also have 911 call statics that relate to the demands on the services provided their
agencies.
 Calendar year 2015:
3,450 requests for police service.
 Calendar year 2016:
4,854 requests for police service.
 Calendar year 2017:
5,519 requests for police service.
The steady increase in demands for service are significant, however they are not out of
perspective to the current national average of 0.5 requests for police service per resident. The
2017 requests put the demand for police service at 0.55-0.6 per resident locally. This is consistent
with the average.
As a resident, visitor, or motorist passing though the township, one would ask how these services
relate to each person. The police department, along with the fire, and emergency medical service
agencies provide full time public health and safety services to all persons upon request. The police
agency also provides proactive crime and safety prevention activities to the township.
Notwithstanding the services provided by the fire and EMS providers, which is best explained by
the emergency services commission, the police department services are broadly explained below.






Full service 24-hour police agency.
Dedicated community policing program.
Dedicated patrol services officers.
Dedicated criminal investigations officers.
Dedicated ERT Team (Swat) officers, which provides a full county wide response of
Emergency Response Team officers and equipment to Kennett Township as needed.
 Liaison investigation officers to assist with county wide resources which in turn provide
the full benefit of those resources locally.
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 Dedicated connection to all state and federal law enforcement agencies. The local police
agency connection ensures the resources are directed to the township locally.
 Forensic services officers.
 Traffic safety officers.
 Enforcement of local ordinances, which include but are not limited to traffic laws on local
roadways, nuisance, loitering, noise, peddling/soliciting, curfew. These items are legally
unable be enforced by state or federal agencies.
The department has been and continues to be awarded grants which brings funding for education,
enforcement and equipment for the following public safety program.







Aggressive driving enforcement.
Impaired driving enforcement.
Sobriety Checkpoints.
Pedestrian Safety.
Automatic License Plate recognition technology.
Private/Public security program funding.

Mike Elling commented on the tax increase being dumped on the residents without input and that he never received a
postcard.
Jim Przywitowski asked if the 1.9 EMS tax could be broken down. Moore responded that of the 1.4 Million collected
from the tax, $500k would go towards Fire and just over a million for the police. The balance would be come from
the general fund.
Phyllis Recca commented on the tax as it relates to surrounding municipalities.
Phyllis Recca commented on the history of tax increases noting that EIT needs to be included as a tax increase.
Gene Pisasale commented on census data comparing New Garden to Kennett Township, both with full time police
departments. Moore responded that New Garden has had that same, higher rate (1.4 million in income) in place for
over thirty years while Kennett Township had a lower rate with ($300k income). Nolt commented that New Garden
provides services to the Borough of West Grove and there are other caveats.
Ted Trevarrow commented regarding State Police and if there are any credits given now that the State does not have
to service Kennett Township noting it feels like the Township is subsidizing other Townships. Nolt responded that
he does not disagree but unfortunately that is not how it currently works. Discussion on the service levels the State
police provide ensued. Regional police were discussed noting that the Township decided not to go with the Southern
Chester County Regional Police partly because the Borough decided not to join and it would not make sense
geographically but also because the numbers showed that it would cost more than the budgeted amount for 2018.
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ADJOURNMENT
Hoffman made motion to adjourn. Leff seconded the motion.
Motion carried unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 11:13 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael O’Brien
Recording Secretary
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