MINUTES OF THE KENNETT TOWNSHIP SAFETY COMMITTEE
801 Burrows Run Road, Chadds Ford, PA 19317
January 9, 2019
7:00 PM
The Committee met on the above date at the Kennett Township Office. Attending were Committee members
Lydell Nolt, Ted Trevorrow, Eugenia Messick, Al Manwaring, Jeff Hammaker, Gus Teipelke, and Jeff Whittle. Allan
Peppelman, a resident of the Township, also attended the meeting.
Gus Teipelke called the meeting to order at 7 pm. The Committee approved the previously circulated Agenda and
the Minutes of the meeting of December 12, 2018.
Old Business was discussed. First, Marshall Bride Road, brought to the Committee’s attention by resident Jacob
Ketcham. Chief Nolt confirmed that PennDOT was contacted a while ago about the sign at the West end of
Marshall Bridge Road which gave direction to Kennett Square. Ted Trevorrow volunteered to talk to the State
Representative, Stephen Barrar, to see if he can ask PennDOT to complete this task. Ted will see Representative
Barrar on January 18.
The Committee also discussed three recent accidents on Marshall Bridge Road, brought to our attention by Mr.
Ketcham. Chief Nolt confirmed that all three were due to driver error, either excessive speed, inattention or
otherwise. One driver said he swerved to avoid oncoming traffic which was crossing over the center line of the
road. Chief Nolt said there have been sufficient problems with Marshall Bridge Road to justify an engineering
report. Possible center line “ripples” and speed limit reductions may be appropriate. All of the foregoing were to
be communicated to Mr. Ketcham and this item is to stay on the Agenda.
Second, sight distance issues. Chief Nolt will try to resolve the issue of left turn signage at Hamorton cutoff,
eastbound. Chief Nolt will send a communication to the homeowner’s association for Ponds of Woodward asking
them to trim the trees at Pond View and Orchard roads. Finally, the sight distance issues on Hillendale Road,
westbound at Creek Road were discussed. Chief Nolt reported that the Township road crew does intend to work
on the trees and brush to the north side of the intersection, east side of Creek Road. However, Allan Peppelman
indicated that there are accidents at that intersection, in some instances because people on Hillendale don’t stop
at the stop sign. A possible solution there is a light, which is an expensive solution. This will stay on the Agenda.
The continuing issues with Bayard Road were discussed. The primary problem area seems to be at the “S” curves,
southbound on Bayard, before Sills Mill. The curve at Sills Mill is also a problem but it seems to be manageable if
people are attentive, and observe the speed limit. Jeff Hammaker raised the possibility of restricting turns to right
turns from Sills Mill on to Bayard, and from Bayard on to Sills Mill. But it is felt that the community might not like
this solution, and it may create problems for school buses and even emergency vehicles. Chief Nolt said that he
and Roger Lysle had looked at the area and believe that center line “ripples” and painted restrictions in Bayard
Road may be the least expensive solution. After discussion, the Committee voted to have the Chair write a letter
to Chief Nolt recommending that an engineering study be done in order to see if the foregoing, or some other
solution, might be recommended. This is thought to be the best way to begin a formal process to address these
problems.
Gus Teipelke explained his past plan to have road issues reviewed by Committee Teams. The Committee approved
the idea and Gus will prepare a potential “team” list, so that we can conduct winter reviews, followed by summer
reviews.

The Disabled Resident Form was discussed. There appears to be a place for the form under “Special Needs
Registration” in the Police Page of the Township website. Chief Nolt said it should have a link to a County website
form for this purpose. He will fix this so the link is there and the Committee should then look at it to see is it is
sufficient.
Under New Business, Committee members were again asked to prepare and send to Gus Teipelke a brief bio so
that all members can be aware of expertise that members bring to the Committee. Some people have done this
but several have not.
The Chair reported that the annual Township meeting on January 7 went well and that the Supervisors expressed
interest in the work of the Safety Committee.
Our guest, Allan Peppleman, explained that he was attending the meeting because of his concern about the closing
of the Clifton Mill bridge. He apparently does not receive the Township Newsletter, or emails, and Chief Nolt has
sent him the information needed to sign up for that information. He was informed of the bridge status and
expressed his thanks for the information.
Eugenia Messick showed the Committee two information sheets which address the need for emergency
preparedness, and urged the Committee to follow some of the suggestions, and suggest the same to others.
Those information sheets are attached to these minutes so that they will be somewhere on the Township Website.
We may wish to do more to let residents know about these suggestions.
There was no other business to come before the Committee and the meeting Adjourned at 8:30 pm.
Jeff Whittle, Secretary

